
 

 

 

 

FIRING AT VEHICLES: LEGAL and POLICY ISSUES 

The Commission has considered incidents where a 

police officer has fired at a motor vehicle in 

circumstances where the vehicle is allegedly being 

driven in a manner that is dangerous to someone or 

where the vehicle is being used to facilitate a 

suspect’s flight. The former instance raises the issue 

of self-defence and defence of others.  

Any person may use such force as is reasonable in 

the circumstances to repel an attack or an 

imminent attack, to prevent crime or to assist in the 

lawful apprehension of a suspect. A police officer is 

in a unique position as he is bound by his duty to 

detect crime and apprehend perpetrators1. For the 

                                                             
1 Constabulary Force Act s. 13  
2 Palmer v R; Irving v R 1971] A.C. 814" 

police officer and ordinary citizen the response must 

be proportionate to the force threatened or being 

experienced. In Palmer v R2 the approved direction 

called for the jury to be advised of the need for this 

proportionality but with common sense recognition 

that the degree of response cannot be perfectly 

measured in the heat of the moment. This direction 

has since been modified by Solomon Beckford v R 3 

“A man who is attacked in circumstances where he 

[honestly] believes his life to be in danger or that he 

 

3 [1987] 3 WLR 611 

(Continues on Page 3) 

Source: Google Images  
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IN THIS EDITION OF IQ: 
Feature Article  

The issue of members of the security forces 

shooting into moving vehicles in pursuit of 

suspects and or fleeing persons continues to be 

of concern to the Commission. In The IQ for the 

4th quarter of 2015, the focus is on the practice, 

the related policies and legal issues therein. 

Part One – New Complaints 

The Commission recorded 193 new complaints 

for the final quarter of 2015 and continues to see 

a high number of the following complaints: 

assault, discharge of firearm and fatal shooting. 

These complaints account for more than 70 per 

cent of the total number of complaints for the 

quarter. The Forensics Unit responded to 79 

incident scenes, 9 of which were fatalities. Six (6) 

test fires were conducted for the period.  

Fatalities 

The Commission recorded 26 fatalities for the 

quarter, two (2) of which were deaths in custody. 

Twenty-four (24) Jamaica Constabulary Force 

(JCF) related fatalities were recorded, three (3) 

of which were by off-duty police officers. One (1) 

incident was related to the Jamaica Defence 

Force (JDF) and another to the Department of 

Correctional Serv ices (DCS). The general 

circumstances under which these deaths 

occurred included: planned police operations 

(shootings), spontaneous shootings, deaths in 

custody, and head injury (categorized as 

“fatality –other”.  

Fatalities by Parish 

In relation to parishes, Kingston and St. Andrew 

continue to lead in the number of incidents, 

including fatal and non-fatal, responded to by 

INDECOM. For the period, seven (7) fatalities 

were recorded for those parishes; six (6) in St. 

James and three (3) in St. Catherine.  There were 

no fatalities recorded for St. Ann, St Elizabeth, 

Portland or Clarendon for the period. St. Mary, 

Trelawny, Westmoreland and St. Thomas all 

recorded one (1) each, while for Hanover and 

Manchester two (2) death were recorded for 

each.  

Part Two – Resolved Investigations 

The Legal Department produced 50 

Commission’s Reports for the final quarter of 2015. 

The nature of the complaints for which Reports 

were completed include fatal shootings (9), 

assaults (23), harassment (1), discharge of fire 

arm (1) and threat (1). The legal department 

recommended charge for five (5) of the matters 

completed, five (5) for disciplinary action, and 

another five (5) for Coroner’s Court. No charge 

and no disciplinary action was recommended for 

23 of the matters examined. This represents 56 

percent of all matters resolved by a 

Commission’s Report for that period.  

Lessons to be Learnt  

This section focused on a trending issue within the 

Commission, that is, discharge of firearm. Over 

the last three quarters the Commission recorded 

an inordinately high number of discharge of 

firearm incidents, hence the issue is ventilated 

and was the subject of analysis for this quarter.   

Part Four - Public Information 

The Public Relations Unit produced seven press 

releases for the final quarter of 2015. The JCF High 

Command and the Management team from 

INDECOM met twice during the period where 

they discussed the following: statement taking 

protocols, the issue of one officer having multiple 

fatalities, planned police operations, deaths in 

custody and the Tivoli Enquiry among other 

matter. In relation to outreach, the Commission’s 

team conducted eight sensitization exercises 

where they reached 346 police officers and 

lectured for 22.5 hours collectively.  
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(Continues from Page 1) 

 is in danger of serious bodily harm, may use such 

force as on reasonable grounds he believes is 

necessary to prevent and resist the attack. And if in 

using such force he kills his assailant he is not guilty 

of any crime even if the killing was intentional. And 

in deciding in a particular case whether it was 

reasonably necessary to have used such force as in 

fact was used regard must be had to all the 

circumstances of the case including the possibility of 

retreating without danger or yielding anything that 

he is entitled to protect.” 

The issue of the use of force to apprehend a fleeing 

felon and the legal principles surrounding same 

were dealt with in INDECOM’s report: Safeguarding 

the Right to Life. (See full report: 

www.indecom.gov.jm) 

For this common law justification to be applicable a 

jury would have to consider whether: 

The concerned officers reasonably suspected that 

occupant(s) of the car had committed a felony. 

- The occupant(s) were fleeing lawful 

apprehension. 

- There was no other reasonable option to 

apprehend the suspects. 

- The use of force in the manner that they 

did use it was, in the circumstances, 

proportionate4. 

In 1879, the report of the Criminal Code Bill 

Commission stated: 

“We take one great principle of common law to be, 

that though it sanctions the defence of a man’s 

person, liberty and property against illegal violence, 

and permits the use of force to prevent crimes, to 

preserve public peace and to bring offenders to 

justice, yet all this is subject to the restriction that the 

force used is necessary; that is, that the mischief 

sought to be prevented could not be prevented by 

a less violent means; and that the mischief done by, 

or which might reasonably be anticipated from the 

force used is not disproportioned to the injury or 

mischief which it is intended to prevent.”(Emphasis 

mine) 

Nevertheless, some issues are particularly present 

when treating with cases of firing at a vehicle. Firing 

at a vehicle endangers all occupants including 

those who have no say in its maneuvering. There 

may well be other options to firing at the vehicle. 

                                                             
4Tennessee v Garner (1985) 471 US 1, R v Astley Ricketts 

(1987) 24 JLR 411   

Firing at the vehicle may not prevent the threat or 

flight. 

Firing at a vehicle may, even where the officer is 

acting in self-defence or to apprehend a fleeing 

felon, be excessive. 

In Clegg [1995] 1 AC 482 a soldier fired at a vehicle 

as it sped at his checkpoint and thereafter. An 

occupant of the vehicle was killed by a shot that 

was fired after the vehicle had passed the 

checkpoint. The Court found this use of force 

excessive and the soldier was convicted for murder. 

The case is the leading authority for the propositions 

that: 

a. the use of excessive force in purported self-

defense, to prevent crime or to effect a 

lawful arrest negates any lawfulness in the 

use of that force; in those circumstances 

culpability is for the full offence; and  

b. it makes no difference whether the person 

using the excessive force is a soldier or 

police officer acting in the course of duty.  

The learned authors of Blackstone’s Criminal 

Practice helpfully list the factors to be taken into 

account in determining whether force employed to 

effect an arrest was excessive: 

a. The nature and degree of force used; 

b. the gravity of the offence for which the 

arrest was to be made ; 

c. the possible harm from the use of force; 

and 

d. other options to the use of force employed. 

Where the use of deadly force by an Agent of the 

State is not absolutely necessary the Charter Rights 

may be breached. In Juozaitiene and Bikulas v 

Lithuania (2008) 47 EHHR 1196 the ECHR considered 

a case where two brothers who were fatally shot by 

police officers whilst they were in a car being driven 

by their father that was fleeing from the police, was 

considered. At one stage the car was suddenly 

reversed and struck a police vehicle and a police 

officer. The officer suffered minor injuries and he and 

his colleagues responded by firing at the car. The 

ECHR opined that firing at the car was not “strictly 

proportionate” as although the occupants might 

escape they did not pose a threat to life or limb. 

This is the important part of that judgment: 

“77. In such circumstances, by directing fire at the 

car in a sustained and somewhat erratic manner, 

http://www.indecom.gov.jm/
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the officers were running a very high risk of killing the 

passengers and should have reasonably foreseen 

that risk. Indeed, two bullets fired by officer SG 

proved to be fatal. 

78. Such a high degree of risk to life can only be 

justified if the firepower was used as a measure of 

last resort intended to avert the very clear and 

imminent danger posed by the car driver in the 

event of his being allowed to escape. The Court 

should therefore next consider the kind of harm 

which the officers tried to avert. In this connection, 

the Court must look at the nature of the offence 

committed by the fleeing driver and the threat he 

represented (see Nachova v Bulgaria[2005] ECHR 

43577/98 at para 96). 

79. The Court does not find it apparent that the 

danger to other people or traffic safety was as clear 

and present as the Government argued. There is no 

disagreement between the parties that, before the 

chase intensified and the policeman was hit, the 

car had been driven in a manner resembling 

drunken driving or joyriding, as subsequently proved 

to be the case. However, it was not clearly 

established by the domestic authorities that the 

streets of a medium-size town at around midnight 

were indeed full of people who could have been 

exposed to the danger caused by such driving. The 

possible doubt in this respect is accentuated by the 

fact that no eyewitnesses to the chase were 

identified during the investigation. The Court 

therefore finds no obvious indication of danger 

posed by the escaping driver after he was trying to 

leave the site of the confrontation with the 

policemen. The present case should be 

distinguished from those previously examined by the 

Convention institutions, where a high-risk shooting 

was found to have been justified by the necessity to 

avert the threat caused by suspected terrorists 

against the overall background of a prevailing 

climate of insecurity (cf. the aforementioned cases 

of McCann v UK [1995] ECHR 18984/91 at para 200, 

and Makaratzis v Greece [2004] ECHR 50385/99 at 

para 65). 

80. Even taking into account the fact that the 

actions of the driver were potentially dangerous, the 

Court does not consider that the level of the threat 

required that he had to be stopped immediately by 

gunfire. 

81. The Court acknowledges that the police officers 

tried to use alternative methods to stop the car. 

However, the need to continue shooting at the 

vehicle appears to have been reduced by the 

fact—of which at least officer RZ had been aware—

that the damage to the car's radiator would have 

eventually brought it to a halt (see para 18 above). 

82. The Court takes account of the fact that the 

applicant’s sons were killed in the course of an 

unplanned operation which gave rise to 

developments to which the police were called 

upon to react without prior preparation 

(see Makaratzis v Greece [2004] ECHR 50385/99 at 

para 69). It is conscious of the risks of imposing an 

impossible burden on the authorities (ibid.). 

Nevertheless, the risk to the lives of the car 

passengers, considered in the light of the absence 

of an immediate danger posed by the driver and 

the ensuing lack of urgency in stopping the car, 

points to a measure of impulsiveness in the way in 

which the police officers handled the situation. The 

Court considers that their actions, in particular the 

erratic shooting at the car escaping from the scene 

of the incident at an increasing speed whilst 

swerving, indicated a lack of caution in the use of 

firearms, contrary to what should be expected from 

law-enforcement professionals. 

83. In such circumstances, the Court cannot but 

conclude that the deaths of the applicant's sons 

resulted from the use of force which was more than 

absolutely necessary in order to effect a lawful 

arrest within the meaning of art 2(2) (b) of the 

Convention.” 

The Jamaica Constabulary Force Human Rights and 

Police Use of Force and Firearms Policy provides 

very good guidance. First, it prohibits 

disproportionality: 

13. Whenever members of the JCF resort to the 

lawful use of force they shall: Minimize any 

interference with human rights;  

Exercise restraint in such use and act in proportion to 

the seriousness of the offence and the lawful 

objective to be achieved. 

https://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/legal/search/enhRunRemoteLink.do?A=0.5337004391207321&service=citation&langcountry=GB&backKey=20_T23196841594&linkInfo=F%23GB%23ECHR%23vol%2598%25sel1%252005%25page%2543577%25year%252005%25sel2%2598%25&ersKey=23_T23196841587
https://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/legal/search/enhRunRemoteLink.do?A=0.5337004391207321&service=citation&langcountry=GB&backKey=20_T23196841594&linkInfo=F%23GB%23ECHR%23vol%2598%25sel1%252005%25page%2543577%25year%252005%25sel2%2598%25&ersKey=23_T23196841587
https://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/legal/search/enhRunRemoteLink.do?A=0.9710552407254616&service=citation&langcountry=GB&backKey=20_T23196841594&linkInfo=F%23GB%23ECHR%23vol%2591%25sel1%251995%25page%2518984%25year%251995%25sel2%2591%25&ersKey=23_T23196841587
https://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/legal/search/enhRunRemoteLink.do?A=0.678133829277305&service=citation&langcountry=GB&backKey=20_T23196841594&linkInfo=F%23GB%23ECHR%23vol%2599%25sel1%252004%25page%2550385%25year%252004%25sel2%2599%25&ersKey=23_T23196841587
https://www.lexisnexis.com/uk/legal/search/enhRunRemoteLink.do?A=0.1946180506907187&service=citation&langcountry=GB&backKey=20_T23196841594&linkInfo=F%23GB%23ECHR%23vol%2599%25sel1%252004%25page%2550385%25year%252004%25sel2%2599%25&ersKey=23_T23196841587
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18. When determining whether or not to apply any 

level of force and in evaluating whether an officer 

has used appropriate force, a number of factors 

should be taken into consideration. These factors 

include, but are not limited to:    

• The conduct of the individual being confronted 

(as reasonably perceived by the officer at the time).  

• Officer/subject factors (age, size, relative strength, 

skill level, injury/exhaustion and number of officers 

vs. subjects).  

• Influence of drugs/alcohol (mental capacity).  

• Proximity of weapons.  

• Availability of other options (what resources are 

reasonably available to the officer under the 

circumstances?).  

• Seriousness of the suspected offence or reason for 

contact with the individual. Training and experience 

of the officer.  

• Potential for injury to citizens, officers and suspects.  

• Risk of escape.  

• Other exigent circumstances. 

  … 

39. Members of the JCF are frequently required to 

deal with situations of conflict. The careful use of 

well-chosen and appropriate words and the 

management of human interaction will resolve 

many situations. Other situations will necessarily 

involve the application of varying degrees of 

physical force. 

40. The use of an appropriate and “graduated 

response‟ to conflict, including disorder and 

violence will help to ensure a balanced and 

proportionate use of force.  

41. The primary responsibility of the police officer is 

the protection of life. Members of the JCF are not 

required to wait until they have been assaulted 

before they take action and there are occasions 

when preemptive action will be appropriate to 

defuse a situation which may otherwise escalate 

and result in greater violence.  

42. Every effort should be made to resolve conflict 

without resorting to the use of force. Members of the 

JCF who are able to resolve conflict through 

effective use of interpersonal skills are to be 

commended. 

 … 

56. JCF members carrying out their duty, shall, as far 

as possible, apply non-violent means before 

resorting to the use of force or firearms.  

57. Whenever the lawful use of force and firearms is 

unavoidable, JCF members will: 

i. Exercise restraint in such use and act in 

proportion to the seriousness of the offence 

and the legitimate objective to be 

achieved;  

ii. Minimize damage and injury, and 

respect and preserve human life; iii. Ensure 

that assistance and medical aid are 

rendered to any injured or affected 

persons at the earliest possible moment;  

iv .Ensure that relatives or close friends of 

the injured or affected person are notified 

at the earliest possible moment.  

v. Where injury or death is caused by the 

use of force and firearms by any member 

of the JCF, they shall report the incident 

promptly to their superiors. 

  … 

100. The issuing of a firearm to a police officer does 

not, of itself, constitute a use of force. A police 

officer is deemed to have used a firearm when the 

weapon is:  

 Pointed at another person, or  

 Fired at another person in self-defence or in 

defence of another, whether or not injury 

or death results.  

 Discharged in any other operational 

circumstances, including unintentional  

Secondly it seeks to strictly circumscribe the 

circumstances where a police officer may fire at, or 

from, a moving vehicle:  

102. Members of the JCF will not, in normal 

circumstances, fire at or from moving vehicle. 

However, there may be circumstances where the 

life of an officer or member of the public is at risk 

and the only course of action available is to 

engage a subject in, or from, a moving vehicle. If 

such a course of action is deemed absolutely 

necessary, the following matters must be borne in 

mind and officers must be aware of the potential 

consequences and their responsibilities to protect 

the right to life of innocent bystanders: 

a. Due to the construction of modern vehicles, shots 

are likely to be ineffective in immobilising the vehicle 
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and cause a very real danger of ricochet. Rounds 

may also over-penetrate the vehicle to the danger 

of innocent persons. 

b. If the driver is killed or injured, there is a high risk of 

the vehicle going out of control.  

c. Shot fired from a moving vehicle are unlikely to 

be accurate because of the movement of the 

shooter or subject.  

d. Research has established that when bullets, 

especially those from high velocity weapons, strike 

the windows or bodywork of a motor vehicle, a flash 

is produced which may resemble the muzzle flash of 

some weapons. The same effect could be 

produced when a high velocity bullet strikes the 

windowpane of a building. These findings are of real 

significance and must be borne in mind by officers 

engaged in operational firearms duties.  

103. Firearms will NOT be discharged at a vehicle: 

simply because it has failed to stop for a signal at a 

road check, or to immobilise the vehicle.  

Thirdly, the discharge of a firearm as a warning is 

strictly prohibited: 

104. Police should not fire warning shots. There are 

serious risks associated with the firing of such shots, 

which have the potential to cause unintentional 

death or injury. They may also lead a subject or 

other officer to believe that they are under fire.  

105. An officer will only be justified in resorting to the 

discharge of a warning shot(s) in the most serious 

and exceptional of circumstances, where failure to 

do so would result in the loss of life or serious injury. 

Members of the JCF who discharge a firearm under 

any circumstances must give full consideration to 

public safety. 
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PART ONE 
New Complaints 

The Commission received193 new complaints for 

the fourth quarter of 2015. The number of assault 

reports continue to be the most frequent 

complaint followed by discharge of firearm and  

fatalities. At the lowest end of the spectrum is the 

category of death in custody and illegal entry as 

the Commission received one complaint for 

each for the 4th quarter. 

 

Figure 1: The chart represents all the new complaints for the period of October to December 2015. (Source: INDECOM 

Registry) 

1

2

2

2

3

3

3

3

3

4

4

4

6

6

12

26

34

76

Illegal Entry

Death in Custody

Fatalities Other

Misappropriation of Property

Abuse of Office

Illegal Search

Neglect of Duty

Threat

Unduly Long Detention

Seizure of Property

Unlawful Detention

Unlawful Wounding

Destruction of Property

Unprofessional Conduct

Shooting Injury

Fatalities

Discharge of Firearm

Assaults

Categorizat ion of New  Compl aints

Oct.-Dec. 2015 



THE INDECOM QUARTERLY                                                                          OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2015  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
10 

INCIDENT RESPONSE  

The Commission’s Forensic Unit responded to 79 

incidents for the fourth quarter of 2015.  The team 

responded to nine (9) fatalities and six (6) 

discharge of firearm incidents. Additionally five 

(5) test fires were conducted for the period.  

 

 

Figure 2: The chart indicates the number of scenes (month on month) attended by the Forensic Team for the fourth 

quarter of 2015. (Source: The INDECOM Registry) 

 

 

Figure 3: The chart shows the nature of the incidents responded to by the Forensic unit of the last quarter of 2015. (Source: 

The INDECOM Registry) 
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List of Fatalities (Oct. – Dec. 2015) 

 

 

Figure 4: The list shows the date, name of victim and the location of all deaths recorded by INDECOM for 

the last quarter of 2015. (Source: The INDECOM Registry) 

 

JCF – Jamaica Constabulary Force 

JDF – Jamaica Defence Force 

DIC – Death in Custody 

OD – Off Duty 

Date Name of Deceased Location Org. 

 October (6)   

1-Oct Marlon WELLINGTON Balmagie Ave, Kingston 11 JCF 

2-Oct Anthony Augustus BARRETT Egypt, Green Island, Cousins Cove, Hanover JCF 

16-Oct Romario RICHARDS Lot 6, Richardson Lane, Mt Salem, St James JCF 

21-Oct 
Ackeal LAWSON, Orayson 

SANDERSON 
Long Bay, Barrett Hall, Lilliput, St James JCF 

22-Oct Dwayne HARTLEY 3 Upper Oxford St, Kingston JCF 

23-Oct Norma HENRY- COLMAN (Female) Clarence Ave, Mandeville 
JCF 

(OD) 

 November (10) DIC (2)   

6-Nov Albert ROSE Mount Pleasant District, Hanover JCF 

10-Nov Romaine WILLIAMS JCF Bldg.  Office of PIU. 16 Martin St, Spanish Town JCF 

11-Nov Shawn SINCLAIR Allison District, Cobbla, Manchester JCF 

13-Nov Dwayne McCLEAN Church Corner, Morant Bay, St. Thomas JCF 

15-Nov Kemar THOMPSON Frasers Content, Spanish Town St Catherine JDF  

15-Nov Rohan HAMILTON Long Bay, Castle District, Portland  JCF (OD) 

18-Nov Tervan JAMES Seaton Crescent, Savanna-la-Mar, Westmoreland JCF 

21-Nov Marcus GAYLE Manchoneil, Portland JCF (OD) 

24-Nov Michael SPENCE Hugger Lane, Norwood, St James JCF 

26-Nov Andre SMITH DIC St Catherine Adult Correction Centre DCS 

27-Nov Osbourne GRANT North Parade, Kingston JCF (OD) 

28-Nov Rohan WILDMAN DIC Spanish Town Hospital via Spanish Town PSTN JCF 

 December (8)   

7-Dec James WILLIAMS Red Bank District, Trelawny JCF 

11-Dec Benjamin STEPHENSON Spring Mount St. James JCF 

14-Dec Omar POLACK White River, Main Rd, St Mary JCF 

17-Dec Michael LAWRENCE  Darling St, Kingston JCF 

20-Dec Unknown Male 9 Mile, Bull Bay, St Andrew JCF 

22-Dec Devan MELMABEE 6 Hart Blvd, Mango Walk, St James JCF 

22-Dec Rowan SUBRATIE New Jersey area, Spanish Town Bypass JCF 

25-Dec Terry Ann STEER (Female) 294 Waterside Place, Bogue Village 
JCF 

(OD) 
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Figure 5: The above chart shows the nature of all the fatalities recorded of the last quarter of 2015. (Source: 

The INDECOM Registry) 

 

 

Figure 6: Illustrates the distribution of fatalities by parish for the last quarter of 2015. (Source: The INDECOM 

Registry) 
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Figure 7: The pie chart shows the incidents in relation to the organization against which the allegations were 

made over the period of the last quarter of 2015. (Source: The INDECOM Registry) 

 

 

 

Figure 8: The chart illustrates shooting incidents in relation to fatal and non-fatal incidents over the last 

quarter of 2015. (Source: The INDECOM Registry) 
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PART TWO 

The Legal Department – Resolved Investigations 

The Legal Department completed 50 Commission’s Reports for the fourth quarter of 2015.  

Arrests 

Name and Rank Charge  Date of Arrest (2015) State Agency  

1. DSP Jason Anderson  

         

Discharge of Firearm 

and Assault 

 

 

October 12 JCF 

2. Ravaugh Scott – JDF Private Wounding with intent Dec 15 JDF 

3. Cons. Faybian Durrant Murder  Dec 22 JCF 

4. Cons. Randy McLean Grievous Bodily Harm Dec 22 JCF 
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Commission's Reports 
Oct. - Dec. 2015

NB: The Office of the Director                           

of Public Prosecution (DPP) intervened 

in this matter which resulted in it being 

discontinued. 
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Figure 9: The chart illustrates the number of Commission’s Reports completed on a month by month basis for the last 

quarter of 2015. (Source: The INDECOM Registry) 

Nature of Completed Reports 

The nature of the report completed include fatal shootings, assaults, harassment, discharge of firearms and 

threats.   

 

Figure 10: The chart is a breakdown of the nature of the matters examined by the legal department of the last quarter of 

2015. (Source: The INDECOM Registry) 

 

 

Figure 11: The pie chart illustrates the percentage of cases where charges were recommended in relation to other 

recommendations for the last quarter of 2015. (Source: The INDECOM Registry) 
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  October 

2015 

 

 

No. 

 

Category 

 

Complainant  

 

Recommendations 

 

1 Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary:  Deceased 

was shot in a shoot-out 

between police and 

gunmen July 23, 2013 in 

Westmoreland. 

 

None  No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against any of the three concerned officers.  

Matter to be referred to Special Coroner for him to 

decide whether an inquest is to be held. 

 

2 Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary:  Mentally 

challenged man attacked 

and injured police officer 

with a fish gun. He then 

brandished a machete, 

attempting to wound 

others. He was shot during 

the attack which occurred 

on September 2, 2014 in 

Greenwood, St. James. 

 

None  No criminal charges to be laid or disciplinary action to 

be taken against the concerned officer. 

Matter to be referred to Special Coroner for that 

office to decide as to the necessity of an inquest.  

 

3 Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary:  Police 

officers were engaged in 

shoot-out with gunmen on 

Meyler’s Avenue, 

Savanna-la-Mar, 

Westmoreland on October 

21, 2013, during which the 

deceased was killed. 

 

None  No criminal charges to be laid or disciplinary action to 

be taken against the concerned officer 

Matter to be referred to the Special Coroner for 

decision to be made as to whether an inquest should 

be held.  

 

4 Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary: SP shot and 

killed by the police on July 

9, 2011 in the Green Pond 

Community while allegedly 

involved in a gun battle 

with the police. 

 

S P No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer.  

Matter to be referred to the Office of the Special 

Coroner for it to decide whether inquest ought to be 

held.  

 

5 Assault  

 

Brief Summary:  On June 9, 

2011, the complainant was 

allegedly struck several 

times by a police officer 

unknown to him in the 

A W  No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer.  

 

The Legal Department - Recommendations - October 
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vicinity of the Trelawny 

Pharmacy in Falmouth. He 

was taken to the Falmouth 

Police Station and 

charged for Assaulting a 

Constable. He has since 

withdrawn the complaint. 

 

6 Fatal shooting  

Brief Summary: On Friday, 

March 9, 2012, at about 

7:30 p.m., Jason Buchanan 

was shot and killed during 

an alleged shoot out with 

the police in Sandbed 

settlement, Norbrook Gully, 

Kingston 8. A firearm was 

allegedly recovered from 

him. Buchanan was 

pronounced dead at the 

Kingston Public Hospital. 

Jason 

Buchanan  

That Special Corporal Carlos Allen, Special Corporal 

Uwain Robinson and Special Constable Aton Francis 

be charged with the murder of Jason Buchanan.  

 

7 Fatal shooting 

 

Rushane 

Ridley 

That the matter be sent to the Special Coroner for his 

determination on whether inquest ought to be held. 

 

8 Assault   

Brief Summary:  

The complainant, states 

that on February 29, 2012. 

He was at a friend’s house 

in Yallahs, Saint Thomas 

when police officers came. 

A policeman pointed his 

firearm at the complainant 

and another hit the 

complainant. His friends, 

(who was subsequently 

killed) and another person 

were taken into custody. 

On November 17, 2012, he 

was threatened and 

assaulted by police 

officers. The complainant 

had injuries to his 

abdomen, hands, feet and 

head. At the CIB office at 

the Yallahs Police Station, 

an officer hit the 

complainant on the 

bottom of his foot with a 

pickaxe. He subsequently 

indicated he was did not 

wish to continue with the 

complaint as the police 

officers are no longer a 

threat to him. 

K R  As a result of the complainant’s voluntary withdrawal 

from this matter, the Commission respectfully 

recommends that this file be closed as the complaint 

is unsubstantiated.  

 

9 Assault  

Brief Summary:  

P M  As a result of the complainant’s voluntary withdrawal 

from this matter, the Commission respectfully 
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The complainant states 

that she is the mother of a 

man who was charged 

with murder. After her son’s 

court appearance, she 

received a call from 

someone purporting to be 

a police officer told her 

that her son was assaulted 

and injured while in the 

lock-up. She states that her 

son later called her and 

made a report of assault 

against two policemen he 

referred to as “Scarrie” and 

“Warrior”. She was denied 

the opportunity to see her 

son when she went to the 

Hunts Bay Police Station 

the following day. 

 

recommends that this file be closed as the complaint 

is unsubstantiated.  

 

10 Assault Occasioning 

Actual Bodily Harm  

 

Brief Summary:  The 

complainant, OW, alleged 

that he was assaulted by 

the concerned officer at 

the Admiral Town Police 

Station. He contends that 

he was conversing with 

him and he hit him with a 

baton on his right arm and 

right knee. The concerned 

officers avers that he struck 

the complainant with a 

baton in a bid to defend 

himself and a woman; the 

complainant chased the 

woman with a weapon 

and assaulted her, and 

assaulted the concerned 

officer. 

 

 

O W I t is recommended that criminal charges of Assault 

Occasioning Actual Bodily Harm be laid against 

Corporal Alv in Davis.  

 

I t is respectfully recommended that the Commissioner 

of Police: 

 

i.  Be advised of the Commission’s finding that 

a prima facie case exists that Corporal Alv in Davis 

breached Section 14 of the Use of Force Policy.  

ii. Causes such internal disciplinary proceedings 

as are fit and proper to be instituted against Corporal 

Alv in Davis to determine whether he committed the 

breach described in the preceding sub paragraph. 

Proceedings ought however, to await the disposal of 

the criminal proceedings. 

iii. Advises the Commission as to whether 

disciplinary proceedings will be instituted and, if they 

will, the contemplated nature of those disciplinary 

proceedings by the 11th of January, 2016. 

iv . Where disciplinary proceedings in respect of 

subparagraph (ii) above, are completed, 

communicates the outcome of the proceedings to 

the Commission within fifteen (15) days of their 

completion. 

 

11 Assault, Unlawful Arrest,  

Unlawful Detention 

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  The 

complainant, G W, alleged 

that on Saturday the 3rd of 

September 2011 the 

concerned officer 

assaulted him. He then 

v isited the Lawrence 

GW  I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action taken against the 

concerned officer in respect of this complaint. The file 

is hereby closed as unsubstantiated.   
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Tavern Police Station 

where he was arrested 

and detained without 

being told the reason for 

same. 

 

12 Assault  

 

Unlawful Arrest 

 

Unlawful Detention 

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  The 

complainant contends 

that on the 15th of 

September, 2011, whilst he 

was leaving a bar, he was 

stopped by police officers 

and assaulted. He was 

then put in a serv ice 

vehicle and taken to the 

Hunts Bay Police Station 

where he was placed in a 

holding area then a jail 

cell. He enquired what he 

was charged for, and was 

informed of same. 

 

S G  I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action taken against any 

member of the Jamaica Constabulary Force in 

respect of this complaint.  The file is hereby closed as 

unsubstantiated.   

13 Harassment  

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant has been 

having disagreements with 

the concerned officer, 

someone whom she raised, 

since 1997. 

 

 

N T  I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action taken against the 

concerned officer in respect of this complaint.  The file 

is hereby closed as unsubstantiated.   

14 Threat  

Unlawful Detention 

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  The 

complainant contends 

that a police officer 

threatened to kill his son, 

and that the said officer 

arrested his son and 

detained him for four (4) 

days without charging him 

for an offence. The 

respondent avers that he 

arrested the complainant’s 

son on reasonable 

suspicion of him being 

involved in shooting 

A D  I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action taken against the 

concerned officer in respect of this complaint.  The file 

is hereby closed as unsubstantiated.   
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incidents. He further 

contends that at no time 

did he threaten the 

complainant’s son. 

 
15 Inflicting Grievous Bodily 

Harm:  

 

Brief Summary:  On 

Sunday, September 28, 

2014, sometime after 6:00 

p.m. the complainant, H B, 

was taken into custody at 

the Christiana Police 

Station on reasonable 

suspicion of having broken 

into and entered a store, 

and committed larceny. I t 

is alleged that while he 

was being processed in 

the guardroom at the 

station, the concerned 

officer used a baton to 

strike him repeatedly 

causing a fracture of his 

left arm. 

 

H B I t is recommended that District Constable Lloyd 

Williams be charged for the offence of Inflicting 

Grievous Bodily Harm contrary to section 22 of the 

Offences Against the Person Act.  

 

I t is also recommended that no criminal charges be 

laid or disciplinary action taken against the other 

concerned officer in relation to this complaint. 

16 Wounding with Intent; 

Assault Occasioning 

Actual Bodily Harm 

 

Brief Summary:  
On September 8, 2011, the 

complainant was travelling 

in a motor van along with 

her husband when they 

were signaled to stop by a 

man who identified himself 

as a police officer. The 

officer, while perusing her 

husband’s drivers’ 

documents, demanded 

the complainant to hand 

over her cellular phone to 

him. She refused to do so 

and the officer pushed her 

in her chest, punched her 

in her face and pulled his 

firearm from his waistband 

and used same to strike 

her twice in her face 

causing wounds which 

bled. 

 

 

O T  I t is recommended that Detective Constable Owen 

Mc Cleary be charged for the offence of Wounding 

with Intent contrary to section 20 of the Offences 

Against the Person Act.  

 

I t is also recommended that Det. Cons. McCleary be 

subjected to internal disciplinary proceedings for his 

unprofessional conduct during this incident.  

 

Constable Kadian Jones and Woman Special 

Corporal Cheryl Morrison should also be disciplined for 

breaching section 29 of the JCF Use of Force Policy. 

17 Assault OABH (withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  

H B  I t is recommended that the file be closed as neither 

the complainant nor the v ictim desires to continue 

with the matter. 
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On November 18, 2010, 

she received a telephone 

call from her 

granddaughter informing 

her that police officers had 

entered upon their 

premises and that they 

were harassing the son of 

the complainant. HB 

subsequently spoke to her 

son and he informed her 

that one of the officers 

who was at their house 

‘boxed’ him and held a 

gun to his head. The 

officers subsequently 

arrested him and took him 

to the Old Harbour Bay 

Police Station. 

 

 

 

18 Assault Occasioning 

Actual Bodily Harm 

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  On 

October 12, 2010 at about 

12:45 p.m. the 

complainant was at her 

home in the Grants Pen 

community when several 

police officers entered her 

yard and arrested her 

brothers and other persons 

who were inside the yard. 

She made enquiries as to 

the reason why her 

brothers and the other 

men were being detained 

when a police officer 

dressed in uniform, bearing 

regulation number 8208, 

pushed her in her chest 

almost causing her to fall. 

The said officer also 

placed his rifle against her 

leg. 

 

T W I t is recommended that the matter be abandoned 

unless or until the complainant cooperates with the 

investigation. 

19 Assault Occasioning 

Actual Bodily Harm 

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary: On 

November 6, 2009, at 

about 4:00 p.m., JL was at 

the Half Way Tree 

Transportation Centre 

when two (2) policemen 

MW  I t is recommended that the investigation be closed 

unless or until the complainant, or the v ictim, 

cooperates with the investigation. 
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approached him and 

requested a search of his 

person and his knapsack. 

When the search was 

completed and one of the 

policemen was returning 

JL’s knapsack, another 

policeman, dressed in 

blue-seamed uniform, used 

a stick to hit JL on his 

hands. He asked the said 

policeman what was his 

reason for hitting him and 

the said officer again 

struck him with the stick, on 

his forehead and in his 

abdomen. 

 

 

20 Assault 

(withdrawn) 

Brief Summary:  
The complainant, an 

inmate alleges that he was 

assaulted by a correctional 

officer when taken for 

medical treatment. The 

officer denies same. The 

complainant later 

withdrew the complainant, 

saying he has no interest in 

pursuing the matter. 

M J The file be closed as the complainant no longer 

wishes to pursue the matter. 

21 Assault 

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  The 

complainant alleges that 

he was handed a 

counterfeit note by a 

police officer to purchase 

alcohol at a bar. On 

realizing that the money 

was counterfeit, the bar 

owner, another police 

officer assaulted him. The 

respondent contends that 

the complainant was 

assaulted by a crowd at 

the event. The 

complainant became 

uncooperative with the 

investigation and signed 

withdrawal of complaint 

form. 

 

 

C H The file be closed as the complainant no longer 

wishes to pursue the matter. 
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22 Discharge of Firearm 

Brief Summary: Two officers 

were on patrol in a marked 

police vehicle when they 

went to check on an 

alleged break in at a shop. 

On their arrival, they heard 

two gunshots and saw light 

coming from the direction 

of where a man stood. 

Both officers fired two shots 

and two men ran from the 

shop. There was no 

ev idence of and injuries 

being sustained by the 

men. 

NONE The file be closed as there is no ev idence to suggest 

that the officer fired his weapon illegally and without 

justification.  

 

No disciplinary proceedings to be taken against the 

concerned officer 

23 Assault (withdrawn): 

 

Brief Summary: The 

complaint alleged that the 

officer grabbed him by the 

throat, pulled his firearm 

from his holster and 

threatened to “dun him”. 

 

 

W G The Commission hereby recommends that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken 

against the concerned officer.  The complainant no 

longer wishes to pursue the matter. 

 

24 Assault (withdrawn): 

 

Brief Summary: The 

complaint alleges that he 

was assaulted with a 

firearm and threatened by 

a policeman he knows as 

“D” and his two sons. 

 

R W I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges or 

disciplinary action be taken against any member of 

the Jamaica Constabulary Force.  The complainant 

no longer wishes to pursue the matter. 

 

25 Assault/Threat (withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  
Complainant was 

assaulted by the officer on 

when he v isited his house 

to repossess several items 

(in his capacity as a bailiff 

from Singer Furniture Store). 

K S I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges or 

disciplinary action be taken against the concerned 

officer.  The complainant no longer wishes to pursue 

the matter. 

  

November 

 

 

 

 

# Category Complainant  Recommendations 

1. Unlawful Wounding  

 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant contends that on 

R W   I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid against the concerned officer in respect of 

this complaint.   
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Wednesday the 4th of June, 

2014 he woke up to police 

officers searching his premises 

and told him that they found a 

gun. The complainant informed 

the police officers that he did 

not have a gun. One of the 

police officers then took out his 

firearm and shot the 

complainant.  

The concerned officer alleged 

that he followed the 

complainant onto a premises 

where he found the 

complainant pointing a gun in 

his direction. The concerned 

officer avers that he fired in the 

direction of the complainant in 

fear of his life and that of his 

colleagues’.  

 

I t is respectfully recommended that the 

Commissioner of Police be advised of the 

Commission’s finding that a prima facie case exists 

that the concerned officer breached the 

complainant’s constitutional right to privacy and 

cause such internal disciplinary proceedings as are 

fit and proper to be instituted against the 

concerned officer to determine whether he 

committed the said breach.  

2. Assault  

 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant alleged that he 

was beaten by a police officer 

whilst in custody at the Hunts 

Bay Police Station lockup.  

 

P J  I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action be taken against any 

member of the Jamaica Constabulary Force in 

respect of this complaint.   

3.  Threat (withdrawn) 

 
Brief Summary: The 

complainant contends that on 

Sunday the 2nd of September, 

2012, the concerned officer 

threatened him. 

 

A E  I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action be taken against the 

concerned officer in respect of this complaint.  The 

file is hereby closed as unsubstantiated.  

4. Assault  (withdrawn)    

 

Brief Summary:  The 

complainant contends that on 

the 17th of October, 2012, a 

police officer hit him and held 

onto the waist of his pants, 

whilst another police officer 

choked him with straps that 

were fastened to a horse.    

 

N A  I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action be taken against the 

concerned officers in respect of this complaint.  

5.  Assault (withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant avers that on the 

24th of March, 2013 the 

concerned officer beat him 

and used a gun to hit him in his 

head. 

H B I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action be taken against the 

concerned officer in respect of this complaint. 

6 Fatal Shooting  

 

INDECOM Confirming DPP’s ruling re charges of Murder and 

Attempting to Pervert Course of Justice re: 
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Brief Summary:  Three (3) men 

shot and killed in Shrewsbury, 

Westmoreland on March 14, 

2013. Two police officers 

charged in August, 2013 for 

Murder and Attempting to 

Pervert the Course of Justice. 

 

Constable Damane Campbell and Constable 

Kenroy Hines.  

 

7 Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary:  Deceased was 

shot and killed on June 1, 2013 

in what the police alleged to 

have been a shoot-out. There 

are no direct witnesses to the 

incident. 

 

INDECOM No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer.  

8 Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary:  Police alleged 

that he was held at gunpoint 

by the deceased in Capture 

Land, St. Mary on July 17, 2011. 

He fired at the deceased in 

self-defence. 

 

INDECOM No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer.  

9 Assault 

Brief Summary:  The 

complainant’s son was 

allegedly assaulted by former 

District Constable while two 

other police officer were 

confiscating DVDs in North 

Parade area in Kingston. 

 

D B  

 

 

The Commission finds that no charges or disciplinary 

action should be laid against former the concerned 

officers.     

10 Assault  

 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant alleges that on 

Wednesday, March 20, 2013 

about 6:30 a.m. a Senior 

Superintendent grabbed one 

of her hands and twisted it 

when she intervened in an 

altercation between one of her 

daughters and the police. The 

complainant’s other daughter 

also alleges that she was 

assaulted by the police. 

 

E W and T J As a result of the complainants’ voluntary 

withdrawal from this matter, the Commission 

respectfully recommends that this file be closed as 

the complaint is unsubstantiated.  

11 Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary: On March 12, 

2011, Bonner was shot and 

killed at his home in the 

community of Marlie Acres, Old 

Harbour, St. Catherine by 

Georgia 

Bonner  

 

 

The Commission recommends that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken 

against the concerned officers; the file is to be 

forwarded to the Special Coroner. 
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police officers from the Old 

Harbour Police Station. 

 

12 Assault   

 

Brief Summary:  CR alleges that 

on December 10, 2012, he was 

involved in an argument with 

the concerned officer (his 

neighbour) during which the 

Inspector pulled a firearm from 

his waistband and pointed 

same at his face and 

threatened to kill him.   

 

C R 

 

 

The Commission recommends that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken 

against the concerned officer in relation to this 

complaint. 

 

13 

Assault OABH (withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary:  On April 15, 

2011, he was arrested and 

taken into custody at the Hunts 

Bay Police Station on 

reasonable suspicion of having 

committed the offences of 

Murder and Arson. On June 13, 

2011, whilst he was still in 

custody, he was assaulted by 

two (2) police officers, that is to 

say, the concerned officer 

v igorously grabbed the 

complainant’s genitals and 

pulled him; following which the 

Woman Inspector touched his 

buttocks. 

The complainant also alleges 

that the concerned officer 

pushed him against a wall and 

punched him in the face. 

J C  

 

 

The Commission recommends that the file be 

closed as the complainant does not wish to pursue 

the matter. 
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14 Assault at common law 

(withdrawn) 

 

Brief Summary: October 9, 

2012, JH was driv ing a Toyota 

‘Hiace’ mini-bus from Golden 

Grove towards Morant Bay. He 

realized that the driver of a 

police serv ice vehicle was 

chasing him however he did 

not yield to the police because 

he had, on several previous 

occasions, been beaten by the 

police. 

He was pursued to the Sunning 

Hill district, he parked the mini-

bus inside a yard, exited the 

vehicle and was accosted by 

police officers from the Morant 

Bay and Bath police stations, 

whom he knew previously. The 

officers grabbed him by his 

shirt, pushed him towards the 

police unit and pointed a gun 

at his face.  

The police also grabbed the 

complainant at his neck and 

choked him. He was 

handcuffed, placed inside the 

police unit and escorted to the 

Bath Police Station but was 

never informed of a reason for 

his arrest. 

 

J H 

 

 

The Commission recommends that the file be 

closed as the complainant does not wish to pursue 

the matter. 

 

15 Assault at common law 

(withdrawn) 

Brief Summary:  
On October 20, 2012, the 

complainant was at church 

attending the funeral of his 

uncle-in-law when he was 

accosted by a man claiming 

to be a police officer; he said 

man pointed a gun at him, 

dragged him outside and to 

the Half-Way-Tree Police 

Station Criminal Investigative 

Branch (C.I .B) office where he 

was interv iewed and 

subsequently released him 

from custody. 

S H 

 

 

The Commission recommends that the file be 

closed as the complainant does not wish to pursue 

the matter. 
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 December 2015 
 

 

 

 

No. Category Complainant  Recommendations 

 

1 

 

Assault  

Brief Summary: On 

Sunday, September 9, 

2012 at about 4:30 a.m., 

the complainant said 

hewitnessed a police 

officer shoot his friend. 

This officer then allegedly 

assaulted the 

complainant. Another 

officer, in the presence of 

the complainant 

assaulted another man. 

The respondent alleges 

that he did not 

participate in the 

shooting of anyone 

during the incident. 

Furthermore, the 

concerned officer states 

that he discharged his 

weapon and at the time 

he fired, a man had 

pointed a firearm and 

attempted to fire. 

 

M W  

 

The Commission finds that the file be closed as the 

report is unsubstantiated.      

 

2 

 

Assault 

Brief Summary: I t is 

alleged that student, 

Omar Palmer of the 

Young Men Christian 

Academy. He was 

assaulted by Constable 

Charlie who was at the 

school as the resource 

person when Charlie 

accused Palmer of 

assaulting another 

student. 

 

Office of the 

Children’s 

Advocate  

 

The Commission finds that the file be closed as the 

report is unsubstantiated.      

 

3 

 

Assault  

Brief Summary: On March 

22, 2012, she was in an 

altercation with the 

concerned officer after 

the officer went to her 

 

C W  

 

The Commission finds that no disciplinary action or 

criminal charges should be brought against the 

concerned officer.  

The Legal Department - Recommendations - December 
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house to mediate in a 

dispute between the 

complainant and her 

father. The complainant 

alleges that the 

concerned officer 

grabbed her son amidst 

the officer’s claim that 

her son had cursed an 

expletive. The police 

officer pulled his firearm 

and also grabbed the 

complainant. 

 

 

4 

 

 

Assault  

 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant was placed 

in custody at the Linstead 

Police Station after an 

alleged search was 

conducted at his 

premises. During his 

detainment, the 

complainant alleges that 

he was released from 

custody by the police, 

however, upon exiting 

the station, the police 

assaulted him. The 

concerned officers allege 

that the complainant was 

trying to escape custody 

and the appropriate 

force was used to restrain 

him. 

 

 

D W  

 

I t is respectfully recommended that the Commissioner 

of Police: 

i. Be advised of the Commission’s finding that a 

prima facie case exists that Constable Ryan 

Henry and Constable Russell Roberts of the 

Linstead Police Station breached Chapter 23 

of the JCF Standing Orders entitled Use of 

Force. 

ii. Causes such internal disciplinary proceedings 

as are fit and proper to be instituted against 

Constable Ryan Henry and Constable Russell 

Roberts to determine whether he committed 

the breach described in the preceding 

section. 

iii. Advises the Commission as to 

whether disciplinary proceedings will be 

instituted and, if they will, the contemplated 

nature of those disciplinary proceedings by 

Friday, February 26, 2016. 

iv . Where disciplinary proceedings in respect of 

paragraph (b) above, are completed, 

communicates the outcome of the 

proceedings to the Commission within fifteen 

(15) days of their completion. 

 

 

5 

 

Assault  

 

Brief Summary:  

 The complainant alleges 

that on Wednesday, 

March 20, 2013 about 

6:30 a.m. a Senior 

Superintendent grabbed 

one of her hands and 

twisted it when she 

intervened in an 

altercation between one 

of her daughters and the 

police. The complainant’s 

other daughter also 

alleges that she was 

assaulted by the police. 

 

E W and T J 

 

As a result of the complainants’ voluntary withdrawal 

from this matter, the Commission respectfully 

recommends that this file be closed as the complaint 

is unsubstantiated.  
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6 

 

Assault (Harassment) 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant contends 

that the concerned 

officer has issued him 

traffic tickets on multiple 

occasions, and stops him 

up to three (3) times a 

week. He has gone to 

Court for the traffic tickets 

and the matters were 

dismissed. The 

complainant further avers 

that the concerned 

officer commented 

“watch wey mi ago do to 

you”. The concerned 

officer contends that he 

tried to arrest the 

complainant pursuant to 

outstanding warrants, but 

he escaped. He 

subsequently arrested the 

complainant and placed 

him in custody. 

 

Y M 

 

I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action be taken against the 

concerned officer in respect of this complaint.   

 

7 

Assault  

(withdrawn) 

Brief Summary: The 

complainant alleged that 

he was beaten by police 

officers from the Gordon 

Town Police Station whilst 

seeking their assistance to 

board a JUTC bus. 

 

 

FL 

 

I t is hereby recommended that no criminal charges 

be laid or disciplinary action be taken against any 

member of the Jamaica Constabulary Force in 

respect of this complaint. 

 

8 

 

Fatal Shooting  

 

Bried Summary: The 

deceased was shot and 

killed by Constable 

Worrell Latchman of the 

Mobile Reserve at Lot 9, 

Rose Heights, Montego 

Bay in the parish of Saint 

James on October 31st, 

2012. Constable 

Latchman and Constable 

Shaw allege that they 

entered an open door at 

the back of Donald 

Chin’s abode. When the 

proceeded to a room, 

 

Donald Chin  

 

Constable Worrell Latchman and Constable Nolan 

Shaw to be charged for Murder.  
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they saw the deceased 

lying on a pillow and 

sheet on the floor. When 

told to get up with hands 

in the air, the deceased 

retrieved a firearm from 

under the pillow, jumped 

to his feet and pointed a 

firearm at Constable 

Latchman. The deceased 

was shot and succumbed 

to his injuries at the gate 

of the premises with gun 

in hand 

 

9 

 

Fatal Shooting 

 

Brief Summary: Deceased 

was shot and killed by 

police on May 5, 2015 in 

the aftermath of a house-

breaking. 

 

 

Everton 

Mitchell  

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the two concerned officers. 

 

 

10 

  

Fatal Shooting  

 

Brief Summary: LM killed 

on July 4, 2011 by the 

police in what they 

alleged to have been a 

shoot-out. Witnesses 

contradict this but were 

unwilling to give 

ev idence or participate 

in Identification Parade. 

 

Leslie Maxwell 

 

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the two concerned officer  
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PART THREE 

Lessons to be Learnt 

DISCHARGE OF FIREARM INCIDENTS 

 

The Commission has undertaken a limited 

analysis of 50% of the discharge of firearm 

incidents (DFI’s) for 2015 which was conducted 

from 145 of the reports received. 

 Each report was examined to identify the 

following elements, i.e. whether the discharge of 

the round/s was: 

- At a fleeing motor bike or vehicle 

- In the air 

- At a fleeing person 

- Fired rounds (no target) 

- At alleged gunman/gunmen 

- Fired by off-duty officer 

- Whether or not a gun was recovered 

- Other 

The 145 DFI’s are greater than the total fatal 

firearm incidents for 2015 (101) and are greater 

than the non-fatal, firearm injury incidents (68) in 

2015.  

On average, INDECOM dealt with 12 FDI’s per 

month.   

The Commission notes that each of these FDI’s 

represents the use of deadly force.  The use of 

such deadly force is intended to be used only 

where one’s own life, or that of another, is in 

immediate risk of death/injury and the use of 

such deadly force is proportionate and 

necessary in the circumstances. 

I t could be assumed that all FDI’s were with the 

intention of shooting someone, owing to the risk 

of death or injury of the police officer, however, 

observation suggests that most of the FDI’s do 

not meet the necessary standard required. 

Some observations on the current data of the 

sample (90 FDIs) is as follows: 

 53 different police groups are 

represented from the 90 FDI’s. 

 Some police stations had more than six 

(6) FDI’s per year. 

 14 FDI’s are at fleeing motor vehicles.  

NB.  This is not, without more, an 

approved use of a firearm 

 17 FDI’s are by off-duty officers.  Of these, 

two (2) are recorded as accidental 

discharge, two (2) arose from intervening 

in crowd control, others arise from 

intervention in crime or where the officer 

was the intended v ictim of crime – e.g. 

robbery. 

 24 FDI’s were shots in the air.  NB.  This is 

not an approved use of a firearm 

 55 FDI’s were reported as firing at 

alleged gunmen or gunman – 10 were 

specifically whilst chasing a suspect. 

 Five (5) weapons were recovered from 

the 90 FDI’s. 

 Some 494 rounds were reported as being 

fired from 90 FDI’s.  NB.  Not all records 

indicate number of rounds fired. 

 Four (4) of the case reports indicate that 

the police account was strongly refuted. 

 

Analysis 

Recent examples of where a discharge of a 

firearm fails to meet the necessary high standard 

expected of police officers fall primarily into three 

situations.  

The JCF’s Human Right’s and Police Use of Force 

& Firearms Policy sets out the guidance and 

instruction in respect of these three instances; 

 firing at or from a moving vehicle;  Section 

102 

 firing at a vehicle which has simply failed to 

stop at a road check; Section 103 

 Firing in the air; Section 104 
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All too frequently a combination of such actions 

are encountered by INDECOM in a single event.  

Whilst the ultimate consequences of failing to 

adhere to these important guidelines is not often 

experienced, e.g death or injury, it is the case 

that both events have occurred from non-

compliance with both the JCF’s policy and that 

of criminal law. 

Take the following scenario: an officer, upon 

discovering that his private motor vehicle was 

being stolen from the street outside his house. He 

approached the vehicle in which the thief was 

sitting and trying to start the car.  As the officer 

neared the vehicle, he called out to the car thief 

to stop, but the man ignored the officer and 

drove away before the officer could reach him. 

The officer immediately drew his serv ice weapon 

and discharged a number of rounds, both in the 

air and at his own fleeing motor vehicle.   

The shots fired in the air achieved nothing.   

The shots fired at the car present a risk, both to 

the driver and other members of the public, 

should the driver be injured and lose control of 

the vehicle. 

In an attempt to recover his car, the officer 

immediately borrowed a neighbour’s car and 

followed after the stolen one.  He also called his 

local police station and informed them what had 

happened and what he was doing. 

In the ensuing chase the officer managed to 

catch up with the stolen car.  The officer then 

fired a further three shots at the car.  None of 

which hit the vehicle.  However, the car thief 

stalled the engine and the officer was able to 

drive in front and prevent the man escaping. 

A total of seven shots were fired.  None of them 

struck either the car or a person.   

I t should be noted that firing of a deadly weapon 

in such circumstances does not meet the 

necessary standard that the use of deadly force 

was necessary or proportionate.  The officer did 

not see a weapon, nor report that one was used.  

Further, no weapon was recovered from the 

thief. 

The seven bullets could have struck any wholly 

unconnected person or property.  In this instance 

the bullets fired near the officer’s home did strike 

a neighbour’s property. 

This scenario is typical of many such cases, where 

officers, both on and off-duty, frequently on their 

own, use their weapons to fire at people when 

they are under no threat of danger to their own 

life or that of another.  Simply because no one 

was injured does not lessen the incorrect act.  

Where, however someone is injured or killed as a 

result of such inappropriate use of force, the 

consequences are far more serious. 

The JCF’s own policy is a sound one and all 

officers are reminded of the needed to comply.  
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PART FOUR  
PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Meetings: Security Forces and INDECOM 

In the fourth quarter of 2015, several senior 

managers from the Commission met with 

members of the Police High Command to 

include the Inspectorate of Constabulary. These 

meetings took place on October 15, 2015 and 

December 8, 2015. The following matters were 

discussed and followed upon during the 

meetings:  

- Statement taking protocols 

- Multiple fatalities by single officers 

- Planned Police Operations 

- Officers Resigning 

- The Tivoli Enquiry  

- Update on Fatal incidents for 2015 

- Deaths in Custody  

 

Press Releases 

For the fourth quarter of 2015, seven (7) press 

releases were issued to the public v ia the media. 

They are as follows: 

1. INDECOM probes death of civ ilian in 

Negril 

2. INDECOM appeals for assistance in 

probe of death of civ ilian in Negril 

3. Police officer arrested for discharge of 

firearm and assault at common law 

4. INDECOM probes fatal shooting in PIU, 

Spanish Town 

5. INDECOM probing death of inmate - St. 

Catherine Adult Correctional Centre 

6. INDECOM arrest and charge JDF 

member for wounding with intent 

7. INDECOM probes allegations of abuse at 

Tower Street Adult Correctional Centre 

 

 

Unit/Div ision/Station Date 

(M/D/Y) 

Grp 

Size 

Contact 

Hours 

    

Team A    

Grants Pen Police 

Station 

10-20-15 55 3.5 

Portland Div ision 10-26-15 45 2.5 

Harman Barracks 11-5-15 50 4 

Kingston East 11-20-15 38 2.5 

Team B     

St. Catherine North 11-03-15 45 2.5 

St. Mary 11-10-15 34 2.5 

Team C    

St. Elizabeth Div ision 11-26-15 59 2 

Team D    

Freeport Police 

Station 

11-10-15 20 3 
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STATUS OF NEW 

INVESTIGATIONS 

OCT.-DEC. 2015 
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STATUS OF NEW INVESTIGATIONS  

(In compliance with Section 17 (3) (C) of the INDECOM Act) 

 

Date Category Parish Internal Status Investigator Status 

22/12/2015 Abuse of Office St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

28/12/2015 Abuse of Office Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

2/10/2015 Assault Hanover With Investigator Open 

6/10/2015 Assault Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

6/10/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew FIR - Complete Open 

7/10/2015 Assault Clarendon 
PIR - Practically 

Complete 
Open 

5/10/2015 Assault Manchester 
Closed on Initial 

Intervention 

Closed on initial 

intervention  

8/10/2015 Assault Clarendon With Investigator Open 

8/10/2015 Assault Clarendon With Investigator Open 

6/10/2015 Assault St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

9/10/2015 Assault Portland With Investigator Open 

9/10/2015 Assault Westmoreland FIR with Commissioner Open 

11/10/2015 Assault St. James With Investigator Open 

15/10/2015 Assault Clarendon FIR with Commissioner Open 

20/10/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

20/10/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

19/10/2015 Assault St. Thomas With Investigator Open 

20/10/2015 Assault Portland With Investigator Open 

20/10/2015 Assault Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

16/10/2015 Assault St. James FIR with Commissioner Open 

26/10/2015 Assault Portland With Investigator Open 

27/10/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

28/10/2015 Assault St. Thomas With Investigator Open 

23/10/2015 Assault St. James With Investigator Open 

27/10/2015 Assault Trelawny With Investigator Open 

26/10/2015 Assault Westmoreland FIR with Commissioner Open 

23/10/2015 Assault Hanover With Investigator Open 

5/11/2015 Assault St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

6/11/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

10/11/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

6/11/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

9/11/2015 Assault St. Mary With Investigator Open 

9/11/2015 Assault St. James With Investigator Open 
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11/11/2015 Assault Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

9/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

13/11/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

11/11/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

17/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

16/11/2015 Assault Clarendon With Investigator Open 

18/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

18/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

15/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

23/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

19/11/2015 Assault St. James With Investigator Open 

23/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

18/11/2015 Assault Clarendon With Investigator Open 

23/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew 
PIR - Practically 

Complete 
Open 

26/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

25/11/2015 Assault St. James With Investigator Open 

26/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

1/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

10/10/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew  With Investigator  Open 

26/11/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator  Open 

3/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew  With Investigator  Open 

7/12/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

9/12/2015 Assault St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

10/12/2015 Assault Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

15/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

15/12/2015 Assault St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

14/12/2015 Assault Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

14/12/2015 Assault St. Ann With Investigator Open 

14/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

17/12/2015 Assault St. James With Investigator Open 

28/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew  With Investigator Open 

28/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew  With Investigator  Open 

23/12/2015 Assault Hanover  With Investigator  Open 

30/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

24/12/2015 Assault Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

24/12/2015 Assault Hanover With Investigator Open 

31/12/2015 Assault Portland With Investigator Open 

30/12/2015 Assault Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

24/12/2015 Assault Manchester With Investigator Open 

24/12/2015 Assault St. James With Investigator Open 

28/12/2015 Assault Westmoreland With Investigator Open 
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22/10/2015 Death in Custody St. Mary With Investigator Open 

20/10/2015 Destruction of Property St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

23/10/2015 Destruction of Property St. Thomas With Investigator Open 

16/10/2015 Destruction of Property Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

6/11/2015 Destruction of Property St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

2/12/2015 Destruction of Property Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

12/12/2015 Destruction of Property Clarendon With Investigator Open 

7/10/2015 Discharge of Fire Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

1/10/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Elizabeth FIR with Commissioner Open 

30/09/2015 Discharge of Firearm Clarendon With Investigator Open 

8/10/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Catherine FIR - Complete Closed 

12/10/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Ann With Investigator Open 

9/10/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

16/10/2015 Discharge of Firearm Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

2/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm Westmoreland FIR with Commissioner Open 

2/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm Portland With Investigator Open 

15/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm Trelawny FIR with Commissioner Open 

16/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

20/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

23/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Mary With Investigator Open 

21/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm Portland With Investigator Open 

30/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm Clarendon With Investigator Open 

1/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Catherine FIR - Complete Closed 

6/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

25/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

6/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. James With Investigator Open 

11/11/2015 Discharge of Firearm Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

11/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Ann With Investigator Open 

14/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

17/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Mary With Investigator Open 

10/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm Clarendon With Investigator Open 

21/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm   With Investigator Open 

23/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

25/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. James  With Investigator  Open 

25/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm St. Ann With Investigator Open 

25/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm Portland With Investigator Open 

31/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

11/12/2015 Discharge of Firearm Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

1/10/2015 Fatal A Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

7/10/2015 Fatality A Clarendon With Investigator Open 
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13/10/2015 Fatality A St. Ann 
Closed on Initial 

Intervention 

Closed on initial 

intervention  

14/10/2015 Fatality A Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

22/10/2015 Fatality A Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

28/10/2015 Fatality A Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

10/11/2015 Fatality A St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

12/11/2015 Fatality A Manchester With Investigator Open 

13/11/2015 Fatality A St. Thomas With Investigator Open 

15/11/2015 Fatality A Portland With Investigator Open 

17/11/2015 Fatality A St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

18/11/2015 Fatality A Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

23/11/2015 Fatality A St. James With Investigator Open 

28/11/2015 Fatality A St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

27/11/2015 Fatality A Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

7/12/2015 Fatality A Trelawny With Investigator Open 

11/12/2015 Fatality A St. James With Investigator Open 

14/12/2015 Fatality A St. Mary With Investigator Open 

17/12/2015 Fatality A Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

20/12/2015 Fatality A Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

22/12/2015 Fatality A St. James With Investigator Open 

22/12/2015 Fatality A St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

25/12/2015 Fatality A St. James With Investigator Open 

2/10/2015 Fatality B Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

6/11/2015 Fatality B Hanover  With Investigator Open 

26/11/2015 Fatality Other St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

20/11/2015 Fatality Other Portland With Investigator Open 

25/11/2015 Fatality Other St. Catherine  With Investigator  Open 

16/11/2015 I llegal Entry St. Mary  With Investigator Open 

21/11/2015 I llegal Search Manchester With Investigator Open 

15/12/2015 I llegal Search Hanover With Investigator Open 

28/12/2015 I llegal Search Manchester With Investigator Open 

22/10/2015 
Misappropriation of 

Property 
St. Catherine FIR - Complete Closed 

2/11/2015 
Misappropriation of 

Property 
St. Catherine  With investigator Open 

7/12/2015 Neglect of Duty St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

21/12/2015 Neglect of Duty St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

20/11/2015 Non-Action St. Mary With Investigator Open 

4/11/2015 Seizure of Property St. James With Investigator Open 

6/11/2015 Seizure of Property Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

12/11/2015 Seizure of Property St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 



THE INDECOM QUARTERLY                                                                          OCTOBER – DECEMBER 2015  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
40 

28/12/2015 Seizure of Property Hanover With Investigator Open 

3/10/2015 Shooting Injury Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

6/10/2015 Shooting Injury Manchester With Investigator Open 

14/10/2015 Shooting Injury St. James With Investigator Open 

21/10/2015 Shooting Injury St. James With Investigator Open 

28/10/2015 Shooting Injury Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

30/10/2015 Shooting Injury Westmoreland With Investigator Open 

2/11/2015 Shooting Injury Kingston/St. Andrew   Open 

5/11/2015 Shooting Injury Clarendon 
Closed on Initial 

Intervention 

Closed on initial 

intervention  

16/11/2015 Shooting Injury St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

23/11/2015 Shooting Injury St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

2/12/2015 Shooting Injury Clarendon  With investigator  Open 

29/12/2015 Shooting Injury Manchester With Investigator Open 

18/10/2015 Threat Trelawny FIR with Commissioner Open 

28/10/2015 Threat Trelawny FIR with Commissioner Open 

16/11/2015 Threat Clarendon With Investigator Open 

14/10/2015 Unduly Long  St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

26/10/2015 Unduly Long Detention Portland With Investigator Open 

15/12/2015 Unduly Long Detention St. Elizabeth With Investigator Open 

20/10/2015 Unlawful Detention St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

26/10/2015 Unlawful Detention Portland With Investigator Open 

28/12/2015 Unlawful Detention St. Thomas    Open 

10/10/2011 Unlawful Detention Clarendon    Open 

9/11/2015 Unlawful Wounding St. Thomas   Open 

26/11/2015 Unlawful Wounding St. Catherine    Open 

8/12/2015 Unlawful Wounding Kingston/St. Andrew With Investigator Open 

26/12/2015 Unlawful Wounding St. Ann With Investigator Open 

4/10/2015 Unprofessional Conduct   With Investigator Open 

8/10/2015 Unprofessional Conduct Kingston/St. Andrew FIR with Commisisoner Open 

4/11/2015 Unprofessional Conduct St. Ann With Investigator Open 

9/11/2015 Unprofessional Conduct St. James With Investigator Open 

1/12/2015 Unprofessional Conduct Manchester 
Closed on Initial 

Intervention 

Closed on initial 

intervention  

21/12/2015 Unprofessional Conduct Manchester With Investigator Open 
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28/10/2015   St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

11/11/2015   Trelawny With Investigator Open 

11/11/2015   St. James With Investigator Open 

20/11/2015   St. Catherine With Investigator Open 

26/11/2015   Manchester 
Closed on Initial 

Intervention 

Closed on initial 

intervention  

15/12/2015   Clarendon 
Closed on Initial 

Intervention 

Closed on initial 

intervention  
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CASES IN 

COURT 

OCT.-DEC. 2015 

 
 

 



CASES IN COURT FOR OCT-DEC. 2015  

1 
 

No. Name of Virtual 

Complainant or 

Deceased 

Defendant(s) Type of Complainant 

(fatal/non-fatal etc.) 

Court First date 

Before 

Court  

All Dates before 

the Court for the 

Quarter 

Reasons for Adjournment 

1 Glendon 

Gordon, Glenroy 

Gordon & 

Patrick 

Cunningham 

  Murder    20.10.15 to 23.10.15 

& 16.11.15 to 

20.11.15 

Inquest completed-no 

charge. 

2 Carl Allen   Murder Special 

Coroner 

  19.08.15 & 17.11.15 19.08.15 Mentioned. 17.11.15 

Trial. He did not attend the 

last date as per Mr. Phillps' 

instruction on 16.11.15. 

3 Floyd Edwards Cpl. Warren 

Massey, Cons. 

Karrington Robinson 

Murder Special 

Cornoner 

  08.08.14, 27.10.15 The Jury unanimously 

decided a verdict of 

justifiable homicide 

4 Sheldon Williams   Murder Special 

Cornoner 

  13.12.15 - 18.12.15  Number of jurors too low and 

as such the inquest could not 

continue.  

5 Evon Baker   Murder         

6 Vanessa Wint   Suicide Special 

Coroner 

30.06.14     

7 Paul Sherriah 

(dec'd) 

    Coroner's 

Court - Kgn 

      

8 Ricardo 

McKenzie 

Constable Bruce 

Martin; Sergeant 

Christopher Mattis & 

Sergeant Craig 

Vassell 

Unlawful wounding & 

Manslaughter 

Spanish Town 

RM 

28.01.14     

9 INDECOM o.b.o. 

Mario Deane 

District Constable 

Marlon Grant; 

W/Cpl. Elaine 

Stewart; Woman 

District Constable 

Juliana Clevon 

Manslaughter Montego Bay 

RM 

26.09.14 09.12.15 Preliminary Enquiry  - The 

matter commenced on this 

date (09.12.15) and evidence 

was taken from three 

witnesses. 

10 Fabian Belnavis Constable 

Christopher Murphy 

Assault OBH Half Way Tree 

RM 

30.01.13    
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11 Valbert Salmon Corporal Selvin 

Williams 

Murder Sant Cruz RM 10.09.14 29.09.15 Conclusion of Preliminary 

Enquiry, moved to the Circuit 

Court for mentioned on 

15.02.16. 

12 Derrick Bolton & 

Rohan Dixon 

Constable Kenneth 

Daley & Sergeant 

David Hutchinson 

Murder Home Circuit  01.07.15 02.10.15 & 09.10.15 Defence Counsel informed 

the court that she had not 

received a list of the witnesses 

that the crown intends to call, 

hence, could not agree to a 

trial date to be set. The 

matter was postponed for 

Plea and Case Management 

hearing on 2. 10.15. 

 

 

13 

 

 

Christopher Hill 

 

 

Constable Ricketo 

Graham 

 

 

Murder 

 

 

St. Ann 

Circuit 

 

 

19.07.13 

 

 

14.10.15 & 3.11.15 Representation was not 

settled.    A further mention 

date has been set for 

Monday January 3, 2016 

14 Dujon Robinson Constable Mesheck 

Palmer & Constable 

Surano Bird 

Murder  Montego Bay 

RM 

28.08.14 19.11.15 Defense served with DNA 

certificate. Matter set for 

Preliminary Enquiry. 

Investigator to have dialogue 

with clerk of court re: securing 

attendance of witnesses. 

15 Martin Shand Constable Romain 

Delahaye; 

Constable Damon 

Robinson & 

Sergeant Leford 

Gordon 

Murder Home Circuit 08.04.14 16.10.15 

A further mention date has 

been set for Friday January 

15, 2016 for Plea and Case 

Management Hearing. 

16 Cassius Mullings Constable Ricardo 

Whittaker 

Manslaughter Lucea RM 25.02.14 20.10.15 Evidence taken from Cons. 

Henry and part heard 

evidence of other officers will 

be taken on next court date 

30.11.15. 

17 Kevin Spence Insp. Fitzroy Rhoden Asssault obo Harm St. Ann's Bay 

RM 

27.11.14 14.10.15 & 21.12.15 Trial. 
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18 Barrington 

McAnuff 

Constable Victor 

Mitchell; Constable 

Andrew Hudson 

Murder Montego Bay 

RM 

27.11.13 .05.10.15 Matter set for trial in next 

circuit. Matter traversed 

because of insufficient jurors. 

19 Tristan Brydson; 

Andrew Brydson 

& Kingsley Green 

Constable Damane 

Campbell & 

Constable Kenroy 

Hines 

Mrder Trelawny 

Circuit 

15.08.13 06.11.15 Attorney-at-law Colman held 

for Peter Champagnie. She 

advised the court that 

Champagnie was unable to 

attend and asked that the 

matter be traversed to 

February 2016. Judge 

expressed her dissatisfaction 

but said that if the accused 

men had to get new 

attorneys then matter back 

at square one. She then set 

the matter for Trial.    

20 Saint O'Bryan 

Downie 

Constable Wayne 

Hamil 

Shooting with intent Lucea RM 06.05.14     

21 Kamoza Clarke District Constable 

Alwayne Eccleston; 

District Constable 

Desmond 

Lawrence; District 

constable Onecko 

Brown; District 

constable Triston 

Palmer & Sergeant 

Derrick Henry 

Murder; Neglect of 

Duty 

Flamouth RM 06.02.14 11.11.15 Crown's witnesses not 

available. Main witnesses 

crown intended to call have 

expressed fear. Clerk to use 

time to seek to sort out how 

the matter will proceed. 

22 Nakeia Jackson Special Constable 

Leighton Rose 

Murder Half Way Tree 

RM 

12.02.14 30.11.15 30.11.15 The Judge Mrs. 

Kaysha Grant who started the 

matter was absent due to 

illness. The lawyer for the 

police was not present but 

the police officer was.  
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23 Jessica King Constable Lincoln 

McKoy 

Murder Portland 

Circuit 

04.09.13 26.10.15; 11.12.15 

& 18.12.15 

The Hon. Mr.  Justice Glen 

Brown presided in court no.2 

with crown counsel Mrs. Dell-

Williams. Attorney-at-law Mr. 

Collman arrived late but was 

served with a copy of Mr. 

Noedel statement but the 

date of Jan 15, 2016 was set 

before his arrival for Plea and 

Case Management. 

24 Keith Clarke Greg Tinglin; Odel 

Buckley 

Murder Home Circuit 30.07.12 12.10.15 09.03.15  The Defence 

Counsel asked that the 

matter be postponed as they 

are involved in Tivoli 

Commission of Enquiry.    Bail 

for the accused was 

extended until October 12, 

2015.  The Defence asked 

that the accused report at 

the Mounted Troop station in 

Up Park Camp instead of 

Cross Roads Police Station.  

This was granted.  All 

witnesses were bound over 

until 12.10.15. 

 

25 Ian McPherson Cons. Oral Morris Robbery with 

Aggravation & 

Shooting with Intent 

Gun Court 18.11.13 02.11.15   
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26 Sophia Foster 

obo Omar 

Marshall 

Constable 

Christobel Smith & 

Constable Gareth 

Davis 

Murder HWT RM 13.08.14 15.12.15 15.12.15 Mentioned in Court 6. 

The Judge was Her Honour 

Mrs. Tracey-Ann Johnson, 

Clerk of Court Mr. Walter 

Melbourne. Present were the 

INDECOM investigator, both 

accused, defence Counsel, 

Mr. Vincent Henry holding for 

Mr. Patrick Champagnie. 

Defence counsel agreed that 

the matter can go ahead 

(Special Coroner Court to 

handle the matter.  

27 Christopher 

Thompson 

Constable Gaynor 

Taylor 

Murder Sav-la-mar 

RM 

28.08.14 10.12.15 Witnesses (children) not 

available for this day. Matter 

will now be set for a date 

when the children are on 

vacation. Ash Wednesday 

period. (11.02.16). 

28 Conroy Edwards Constable Neil 

Gordon 

Murder HWT RM 10.10.14     

29 Garfield Coburn Constable Kevon 

Gordon 

Murder HWT RM 16.03.15 16.11.15 
16.11.15 The matter involving 

Constable Kevon Gordon for 

the murder of Garfield 

Coburn was mentioned in 

Court 6.  The Judge was Her 

Honour, Mrs. T. Johnson and 

the Clerk of the Court was Mr. 

Dyer. The Defence Council 

was Mrs. Valerie Neita-

Robertson.  The matter has 

been postponed to March 9 

& 10, 2016 for preliminary 

enquiry.  It was mentioned 

that all the witnesses are 

available and ready to give 

evidence.  The Judge asked 

that subpoenas be prepared 

for the witnesses.   

30 Garfield Coburn Constable Dain 

Reid 

Perverting the 

Course of Justice 

HWT RM 19.03.15 18.11.15  
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31 Warren Gordon Constable Gary 

Newman 

 Gun Court    

32 George Green Cons. Evaneene 

Gallimore & Det. 

Cons. Kemar Sewell 

Murder Mandeville 

RM 

 07.12.15 Ended prematurely as 

defence Counsel K. Churchill 

Nesta, Q.C. received notice 

that an employee of over 40 

yrs. died. 

33 Anthony Trought Det. Cpl. Kevin 

Adams and Cons. 

Jerome Whyte 

Murder Supreme 

Court 

  17.11.15 Plea and Case Management 

Hearing/Bail Application 

Defense Counsel was not 

present. 

34 Sylvester 

Gallimore 

Cons. Pete Samuels; 

Cons. Whitney 

Hutchinson & Det. 

Cpl. Kevin Adams 

Murder HWT RM 19.11.14 07.10.15  & 

20.11.15 

Preliminary Enquiry.  

35 Adiff Washington Det. Cpl. Kevin 

Adams 

Murder HWT RM 27.03.14 11.11.15 Mentioned before Her Honour 

Mrs. Grace Henry-McKenzie. 

36 Andrew Bisson Constable Carl 

Bucknor; Det. Cpl. 

Kevin Adams & 

Howard Brown 

Murder HWT RM 14.01.15 11.11.15 Mentioned before Her Honour 

Mrs. Grace Henry-McKenzie. 

37 Barron 

Chambers 

Cons. Alman 

Fletcher 

Assault Occasioning 

Actual Bodily Harm 

and Malicious 

Destruction of 

Property 

Montego Bay 

RM 

11.12.13     

38 Rayan Mahoney Cons. Sherwood 

Simpson 

Shooting with Intent Gun Court 18.02.14     

39 Damion Powell   Fatal Shooting Special 

Coroner-Kgn 

  07.10.15 Ms. H was present along with 

A B. The matter was put off as 

the other witnesses were 

absent and will be 

summoned to attend. The 

investigator was instructed by 

the court to get additional 

statement regarding 

deceased witness. 
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40 Hussein 

McCormack 

Coroner's Court -

Kgn 

    18.03.15    File closed at INDECOM. 

41 Eric Suckoo SP Albert Diah; 

Cons. Damion 

Bogle; Cons. 

Horace Morna; 

Cons. Ronald 

Walker; Cpl. Janet 

Wright & Det. Cpl. 

Paul Edwards 

 Spl. Coroner - 

Kgn 

      

File closed at INDECOM 

42 Paul Sherriah 

(dec'd) 

    Coroner 

Court 

    Matter Closed - no charge 

43 Ralph 

Nembhard 

Sgt. Leford Gordon Wounding With 

Intent 

HWT RM 26.05.14 29.10.15 Witness and Attorney for the 

accused was absent. 

Complainant was present. 

44 Kimrod Davis 

and Kimani 

Davis 

  Murder Coroner's 

Court - Kgn 

  07.10.15 Matter Closed - no charge. 

45 Kenton Hayles; 

Phaebian Dinnal 

(dec'd) 

Cons. Collis Brown & 

Cpl. Roan Morrison 

Murder and Shooting 

with Intent  

Home Circuit  17.01.14 27.11.15 Matter was Plea and Case 

Management Hearing 

05.02.16. Copies of statement 

given by witnesses, further 

statements are to be 

completed.  

46 Andrew Fearon 

and Dwayne 

Douglas  

Cons.  Collis Brown Murder Home Circuit 17.01.14 27.11.15 Matter was Plea and Case 

Management Hearing 

05.02.16.   

47 Damoy 'Gutty'  

Dawkins (dec'd) 

& Donald 

Stewart 

Cons. Collis Brown Murder and Shooting 

with Intent  

Home Circuit 17.01.14 27.11.15 Matter was Plea and Case 

Management Hearing 

05.02.16. Copies of statement 

given by witnesses, further 

statements are to be 

completed.  
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48 Garth Stubbs Spl. Cons. Leary 

McCawlay 

Wounding With 

Intent 

Lucea RM   11.11.15 Matter traversed to next 

Circuit. Circuit had to be 

extended to accommodate 

another trial and this one 

could not be reached. 

49 Dwight Clarke N/A Murder Spl. Coroner - 

Kgn 

  09.11.15 The Clerk Informed him that 

the matter could not have 

started as there was a part-

heard matter for completion 

that same day. Witnesses 

were present. 

50 

Dwayne Bernard  Cons. Whitney 

Hutchinson  

Assault  HWT RM 27.03.14 & 

19.11.14 

(Arrest of 

Cons. 

Witney 

Hutchnson) 

13.10.15 Date set for Trial - 22.02.16 

51 Peter Campbell Cons. Phillip 

Campbell 

Assault & Conduct 

Unbecoming 

HWT RM 09.05.11 17.10.15 17.10.15 Cons. Phillip 

Campbell was convicted and 

sentenced to perform 240 hrs. 

Community service.  

52 Chester Daley Cons. Jerome 

Graham 

Assault Occasioning 

Grievous Bodily Harm 

& Assault Inflicting 

GBH 

Mandeville 

RM 

29.04.15 09.11.15 Trial. 

53 Shavorn Jones, 

Joseph Mclean 

  Murder Supreme 

Court - Gun 

Court  

  03.12.15   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

INDECOM OFFICES 

 

Head Office: 

1 A Dumfries Road 

Kingston 10 

Telephone: 968.1932 / 968-8875 

920-2324. Fax: 960-4767 

 

Mandeville Office: 

1 A Brumalia Road 

Cobblestone Professional Centre - Unit 10 

Telephone: 961-1542 / 961-4171/  

961-1542. Fax: 962-3419 

 

St. James Office: 

Praise Concourse Plaza 

18 Queens Drive, Montego Bay 

Telephone: 940-2310 

Fax: 940-2310 

 

General Opening Hours 

Mon–Thurs 9-5 p.m./Fri. 9-4 p.m. 

Email us @ info@indecom.gov.jm 

Website: www.indecom.gov.jm 

Searching for truth, striving for justice 

mailto:info@indecom.gov.jm
http://www.indecom.gov.jm/
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