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EXPLANATION: Police officers are taught to asses a dangerous situation using a Use of Force Model (UFM). The UFM is a series of steps (pathway) which 

provides guidelines to determine how much force to use against a resisting subject. 

 The first response is that of professionalism. This applies when the subject is being compliant.  

 The second phase is that of the tactical response, where the subject is passively resistant. At this stage the officer ought to be able to 

control contact with the subject.   

 If the subject is actively resistant, it’s time to apply the third response which is the deployment of compliance techniques.  

 Once the threshold of active resistance has passed, the situation may become dangerous or harmful to both the subject and the police 

officer and require defensive tactics on the part of the officer.  

 If the defensive tactics are not able to neutralize the situation, and the subject has the potential of causing bodily harm to himself and or 

the police officer, then lethal force may be required.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Police officers are taught to assess dangerous situations 

using a Use of Force Model which represents a set of 

guidelines to serve as reference for action as it relates to a 

resisting subject. In this issue of the INDECOM Quarterly (IQ), 

we wish to begin the discussion on de-escalation and 

restraint, with a view to moving away from the “control 

and dominate approach” as a means of managing 

conflict and achieving compliance. 

Our police force have fairly stringent use of force policies in 

place aimed at ensuring that their officers are operating 

within legal guidelines established. Notwithstanding these 

policies there is often much public outcry and allegations 

of excessive and unnecessary use of force over the past 

two or so decades. There is often an over dependence by 

police officers on a “dominance and control” strategy to 

resolve incidents of conflict with members of the public.  

A de-escalation model does not suggest that officers must 

exhaust one option before considering the 

appropriateness of others. Indeed the rapid escalation of 

an incident may dictate that an officer move directly to a 

lethal force option to effectively mitigate the risks created.  

In this issue of the IQ:  

De-escalation: International Best Practice 

The nature of policing tend to expose law enforcement to 

situation of conflict more often than not. Even with the 

most stringent Use of Force Models or Guidelines bolstered 

by business processes such as reporting, supervision and 

training, difficult situation that are sometimes dealt with in 

an inappropriate manner. After these situations arise, de-

escalation tactics are normally recommended, along with 

re-training and/or disciplinary action. To this end, we think 

de-escalation and disengagement strategies need to be 

encouraged as the knee-jerk reaction to these situations 

rather than “control and dominance” strategies. In this 

issue of the IQ, several recommendations are ventilated.  

 

Complaints  

 The Commission received 319 complaints for the 

second quarter of 2015. The Forensic Unit 

responded to 84 incidents (fatal and non-fatal). 

The incidents included fatalities, shooting injuries, 

assaults, and discharge of firearm. There were 25 

fatalities in the quarter and one Death in Custody. 

Kingston and St. Andrew continues to lead in the 

number of fatalities, partly because it is the most 

populated parish while St. Catherine (9); St James 

(3) follow. 

 

 

 

 

 There were 58 shooting incidents to which our 

attention was brought in the quarter. In April 11 out 

of 16 ended in fatalities, in May it was 6 out of 15 

and in June it was 9 out of 17 incidents.  

 

 Four deaths occurred during planned operations  

 

The Legal Department 

 For the quarter, the Legal department completed 

48 Commission’s Reports.  

 In 12 matters, the Commission recommended that 

the concerned officer/s be charged. In 10 matters 

there were no charge or disciplinary action 

recommended. (See details in Appendices) 

Lessons Learnt 

 The Lessons to be Learn sections of the report is 

done in collaboration with the JCF. In the issue of 

the IQ, the focus was in line with the theme: de-

escalation and restraint”. A hypothetical situation 

regarding a possible breach of the Noise 

Abatement Act was presented. The situation 

escalated into much more, resulting in the death 

of a civilian. This section also presented alternative 

considerations as to how the officers could have 

dealt with the situation differently. An analysis of 

the situation was gleaned, it was suggested that 

the use of verbal and non-verbal strategies aimed 

at the reduction and elimination of any threat to 

the police officer or citizens could have been 

employed with a view to de-escalate rather than 

control and dominate. 

Cases in Court 

 No matters was completed in court during the 

period.  

 No Preliminary enquires started during the period.  

Meetings with the JCF 

 There was one meeting with the JCF High 

Command on July 2, 2015 where several issues were 

discussed. 

Media Relations 

 The PR Unit distributed 14 Press releases for the 

period. 
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By its very nature, policing tends to place law enforcement 

personnel in situations of conflict with members of the public 

from time to time. 

The volatile and often unpredictable nature of some of 

these conflicts, are such that use of force by police officers, 

in some circumstances, is inevitable. 

In acknowledgement of this reality, traditional police 

training tended to focus on a philosophy of exercising 

authority, dominance and control as a means of dealing 

with conflict and gaining compliance. In support of this 

approach, the police officers are usually equipped with a 

variety of force options, generally ranging from control 

implements such as handcuffs to lethal force applications 

such as firearms.  

With the authority to use force during the lawful execution 

of their duties, modern police officers in most jurisdictions are 

regulated by laws which generally stipulates the right to use 

as much force as necessary to carry out their lawful duties. 

As a counter balance to such broad powers to use force, 

police officers are usually regulated by the same legislation 

holding them responsible for excessive use of force. The 

remedy in such cases being criminal charges, civil 

proceeding s or internal sanctions.  

Often the law also directs that officers are to be trained on 

use of force options to a particular standard and must 

requalify in their use at specified intervals. With the foregoing 

in mind, most police forces have fairly stringent use of force 

policies in place, along with business processes such as 

reporting, supervision, training and discipline aimed at 

ensuring that their officers are operating within legal 

guidelines established.  

Despite these controls, public outcry and allegations of 

excessive and unnecessary use of force, especially relating 

to interactions with person suffering from mental illness, by 

police officers have increased substantially over the past 20-

25 years.  

Various inquests and other judicial inquiries following police 

related fatalities or serious injuries, have pointed to what is 

often described as an over dependence by police officers 

on a “dominance and control” strategy to resolve incidents 

of conflict with members of the public.  

These same inquiries have almost uniformly recommended 

that police officers be trained and oriented to a mode that 

encourages de-escalation and tactical disengagement as 

strategies aimed at resolving conflicts as opposed to 

resorting to the use of force as a default. In fact, most stress  

 

that confrontation and force ought to be used as a last 

resort wherever and whenever possible.  

In response to these recommendations, most modern police 

forces have adopted operational practices which 

emphasize the use of de-escalation skills by officers. Not only 

is this approach seen to be beneficial in reducing the 

likelihood of injuries to members of the public, it is seen as 

substantially contributing to officer safety, the reduction of 

public complaints and promoting safer and more 

sustainable resolutions of potentially volatile incidents.  

As with most tactics, the effectiveness of de-escalation 

strategies increases with a firm commitment by its 

practitioners. This commitment must not only be evident 

through words, but by a management philosophy that 

embraces de-escalation and disengagement as 

operational strategies to be seriously considered and 

employed as viable options.  

This requires senior police management and legislators to 

ensure that all police officers are provided with the training 

necessary to unlearn what may have been a practice of 

quickly resorting to the use of force to gain compliance, and 

instead utilizing communication skills and patience to 

resolve conflicts where possible. Inherent on the shifting of a 

traditional mind-set to take immediate and offensive action 

will be the need to understand the benefits of employing 

other options, to all concerned.  

Over the past several years law enforcement practitioners, 

with support from experts such as psychologists, have 

developed a model depicting a continuum of force options 

as a useful training guide to provide options on the nature 

and type of force that may be necessary to resolve 

situations.  

In this model, officers are trained continually assess each 

circumstance to determine the most effective means of 

successfully resolving confrontations and conflicts. Among 

the options available are his/her actual presence, tactical 

communication, soft contact physical control, hard contact 

physical control, use of immediate non-lethal weapons such 

as a baton, pepper spray or Taser and ultimately as a last 

resort the use of lethal force using a firearm. 

It should be stressed that the model does not suggest that 

officers must exhaust one option before considering the 

appropriateness of others. Indeed the rapid escalation of an 

incident may indicate that an officer move directly to a 

lethal force option to effectively mitigate the risk created.  

De-escalation and Restraint: International Best Practice 
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It should however not be considered “defeat” for a police 

officer to disengage and tactically “retreat” where 

situations dictate. Such a strategy can be used to slow things 

down, develop operational plans such as employing 

specialized equipment and personnel to effectively contain 

and control the situation and afford reasonable opportunity 

to communicate with and convince subjects to comply 

peacefully.  

It should be bourne in mind that the influence and impact 

that a police officer brings to a situation varies based on a 

variety of factors such a s the nature of the incident itself, 

the mental state of the member of the public and the 

training, experience and maturity of the officer, to name a 

few. It follows that the officer’s ability to appropriately assess 

and consider force options will often be directly impacted 

by these very factors.  

As stated earlier, the dynamic nature of some 

confrontations can cause them to deteriorate quickly to 

become so dangerous that there may be no viable option 

to the use of force.  

The generally accepted convention for modern police 

training, operational policing and public exception has 

moved steadily away from the notion that the use of force 

is the default option. Instead police officers are expected to 

be trained and prepared to employ a continuum of strategy 

assessment when dealing with conflicts arising out of their 

sworn duties.  
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NEW COMPLAINTS  

The Independent Commission of Investigations (INDECOM) 

received a total of 200 complaints in the second quarter of 

2015. The complaints represent that of fatal and non-fatal 

and a geographical location spanning the entire island.  
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INCIDENT RESPONSE 

The Forensic Unit of the Commission, in the second quarter 

of 2015, responded to 84 incident scenes. There were 12 

fatalities in April, and six (6) in May and June respectively. 

This represented 29 per cent of all the incident scenes 

attended.  Shooting injuries accounted for 22 or 26 per cent 

of the incident scenes attended, while shooting incidents 

accounted for 16 or 19 per cent. Shooting incidents as 

opposed to shooting injuries are incidents where a firearm 

was involved but no one was hurt. Discharge of firearm 

accounted for 16 (15 per cent) and there were nine (9) 

assaults.   

 

 

Figure 2: Illustrates the number of incident scenes attended and processed by INDECOM’s forensic team on a monthly basis.  
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Figure 3: Illustrates a breakdown of the nature of the incidents to which the Forensic Team responded.  

 

 

SECURITY FORCE RELATED FATALITIES  

** Death in Custody related to the Department of Correctional Services (DCS) 

Date Names Location Arm Responsible  

April Deceased – 11        Deaths in Custody – 0   

Apr. 3 Devon Brown  Blunt Street, Kingston Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 4 Kemar Beckford Hopewell, Hanover Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 9 Jermaine Brown Inswood, St. Catherine Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 13 Negus Kelly Vani Fair, Linstead Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 15  Nesta Halstead Salt Pond Rd. Spanish Town Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 16 Ricardo JARRETT Daisy Ave, Kingston 6 Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 19 Ricky Ricardo RICKETTS York District, St Thomas Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 26 Troy LEWIS Happy Grove, Red Hills, St Andrew Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 27 Male U/K Jarrett St, St James Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 28 Kirk Dwight JOHNSON Kingston Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Apr. 29 Jerome McGrey St James St, Montego Bay Jamaica Constabulary Force 

May Deceased – 6        Deaths in Custody - 0   

May 2 Keemo WALSH (shot) Anduial SMITH (suicide) Gras Hopper Bar, White River, St Ann Jamaica Constabulary Force 

May 5 Everton MITCHELL Grange Pen, Lilliput, St James Jamaica Constabulary Force 

May 11 Peter STEWART Ice cream shop, 29, Spanish Town Rd, 

Kingston 

Jamaica Constabulary Force 

May 14 Davian ATKINSON  Trone Sport club, Young St, Spanish Town Jamaica Defence Force 

May 18 Alvin ALLEN Pear Tree River, Point Hill, St Catherine Jamaica Constabulary Force 

May 22 Ricardo MEADLEY 23, Elgin St, Denham Town, Kingston 14 Jamaica Constabulary Force 

June  Deceased – 8       Deaths in Custody - 1   

Jun. 3 Calvin HENRY Spring Back Rd, Port Antonio Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Jun. 9 Nickel MORGAN 1 Water St, Kingston 16 Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Jun. 9 Hushane SHIRLEY Victoria Rose Blvd, Mount View East, St 

Catherine 

Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Jun. 10 Carrington EDWARDS Frazers Conten, Spanish Town  Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Jun. 13 Omar Nelson ** HWT Police Station Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Jun. 18 Romano WILLIAMS Mission Rd, Kingston Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Jun. 18 Alphanso ROBINSON Gold St j/w Harbour St Jamaica Constabulary Force 

Jun. 22 Kareem CLARKE Lot 622, Fernando Rd, Southboro, 

Portmore 

Jamaica Constabulary Force 
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Jun. 29 Raman WILLIAMS 35, Shenton Ave, Westchester, Portmore Jamaica Constabulary Force 

 

Figure 4: A list of all security force-related fatalities for the second quarter of 2015.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Illustrates the distribution of the nature of security force related fatalities recorded for the second quarter of 2015.  
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STATISTICS  

In the second quarter of 2014, the Commission recorded 34 security 

orce related fatalities, in 2015, the number of fatalities decreased 

by nine (9), to 26 fatalities. This indicates a downturn in the number 

of fatalities when the quarters are compared. For the first half of 

2015, 55 fatalities were recorded, while in 2014, the Commission 

recorded 75. This represents approximately 26 per cent decrease in 

the number of fatalities when compared with the same period last 

year. 

BY PARISH 

The parishes Kingston and St. Andrew continue to lead as it relates 

to the number of fatalities each quarter. The two parishes 

accounted for 19 deaths, this more than half of the total recorded 

for the entire island. St. James recorded three (3) fatalities for the 

period while Portland, St. Ann, Hanover, and St. Thomas all recorded 

one (1). The other parishes recorded no fatalities.  
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Figure 6: Shows the total number of fatalities broken down by parish.  

 

Figure 7: Illustrates a month on month comparison of the second quarter of 2014 and 2015.  

 

Figure 8: Shows the results of shooting incidents based on scene attendance. 
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Figure 9: Shows the circumstances under which some shootings happened for the second quarter of 2015.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Shows the incident distribution as it relates to the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF), the Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF).  
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RESOLVED COMPLAINTS 

Legal Department  

The Legal Department Completed 48 Commission’s Report for the second quarter of the year.  

 

Figure 11: The breakdown of the allegations for which the Commission’s Reports were completed.  

 

 

Figure 12: Illustrates the recommendations made by the Legal Department in relation to each other. 

 

SEE RECOMMENDATIONS AND CASE SUMMARIES IN APPENDICES (PAGES 19-38). 
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LESSONS LEARNT  

THIS SECTION OF THE REPORT WAS DONE IN COLLABORATION WITH THE JCF 

THE SITUATION 

On a weeknight at about 1.30 am Constables A, B, and C 

received information about loud music emanating from a 

community center in a rural district.  

Constable A was quite familiar with the location and many of 

the people from this district, having been born and raised in 

the neighbouring community. 

The officers dressed in uniform, arrived at the location.  

Constable A spoke to Mr. D, the person in charge of the event, 

outside the building and advised him of the reason for their 

visit. At this time loud music could be heard coming from the 

center. 

As a result of the discussion, it was determined that there were 

approximately 50 persons inside the center and that they 

were celebrating a recent community sporting event victory. 

It was also determined that no permit had been issued for the 

event. 

Constable A, who was doing most of the talking, informed Mr. 

D to turn the music off and to instruct the attendees to leave 

the premises.  

Mr. D informed the officers that that they were just about to 

do a presentation of trophies to members of the sports team 

and requested that they be allowed 10 minutes to do this. 

Constable A refused the request and insisted that the premises 

be closed immediately and patrons dispersed. 

Mr. D advised the officers that he would comply and  went 

inside the center, turned the music off and was in the process 

of announcing to the patrons that the premises was about to 

be closed for the night when all three officers entered. 

Upon entering the premises, Constable A observed one 

patron, Mr. E with what he believed to be a marijuana 

cigarette in his hand. 

Constable A approached the Mr. E, held him by the waist of 

his pants, told him he was under arrest and started to pull him 

toward the exit. 

Upon seeing this, other patrons started to heckle the officers. 

Mr. E resisted Constable A’s attempt to lead him outside by 

holding on to a counter top. 

At this point, Constable A, still holding on to the waist and 

pulling him towards the exit,  verbally cautioned Mr. E about 

his resistance and demanded that he comply by 

accompanying him outside. 

Several patrons continued to loudly voice their opposition to 

Mr. E’s arrest and directed negative comments towards 

Constable A. 

At this point Constables B and C, who were standing a few 

feet away, remained uninvolved in the matter. 

Constable A then drew his firearm and discharged one round 

in the air, while continuing to try to pull Mr. E towards the exit 

with one hand and holding his firearm in the other. 

The patrons became more agitated and yelled several 

comments at the officers including comments that the 

possession of “a spliff” was not illegal as a result of recent 

changes in the law, which was widely publicized  

Shortly after firing the round in the air, Constable A then 

discharged a second round which struck Mr E. in the stomach.  

Mr. E subsequently died as a result of being shot by Constable 

A. 

 

ALTERNATIVE CONSIDERATIONS 

 Officers could have had the music turned off and 

allowed the requested ten minutes for the 

presentation of the trophies  

 Having spoken to the person in charge and issued 

instructions which were being complied with, Officers 

could have stood-by outside to ensure that the music 

was tuned off instead of entering the premises 

 In light of the widely publicized imminent change to 

the law regarding possession of small quantities of 

marijuana, the Officers could have taken the 

opportunity to educate the persons present and used 

their discretion to caution and direct Mr. E to discard 

the spliff, get his name and check police records for 

to determine if he was wanted 

 If officers decided that this was a matter for which Mr. 

E was to be prosecuted, he could have been issued 

a summons (then or later) to appear in court 

 Based on the adverse response of the people 

gathered, the Officers should have assessed the 

situation as one requiring more police officers for 

effective control and officer safety, if an arrest was 

considered necessary 

 Officer A should have been more aware of the need 

to establish and maintain a reactionary distance 

between himself and Mr. E instead of taking him by 

the waist, leaving his (Mr. E’s) hands free and exposing 

himself to harm. 

 If Officer A decided that the arrest was required, he 

should have employed restraint techniques aimed at 
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controlling Mr. E’s hands thereby reducing the risk of 

being assaulted by Mr. E 

 In drawing his firearm while in close contact with Mr. 

E, Officer A further exposed himself, the other officers 

and others present to the potentially fatal 

consequences of a struggle for an unholstered 

weapon 

 By discharging a round in air in a crowded restricted 

area,  during the struggle, Officer A endangered 

himself, the other officers and others present  

 

ANALYSIS 

By its very nature, policing tends to place law enforcement 

personnel in situations of conflict with members of the public 

from time to time. 

The volatile and often unpredictable nature of some of these 

conflicts, are such that use of force by police officers, in some 

circumstance, is inevitable. 

In acknowledgment of this reality, traditional police training 

tended to focus on a philosophy of exercising authority, 

dominance and control, as a means of dealing with conflict 

and gaining compliance 

In support of this approach, police officers are usually 

equipped with a variety of force options, ranging from control 

techniques and implements such as handcuffs to lethal force 

options such as firearms. 

With the authority to use force during the lawful execution of 

their duties, modern police officers in most jurisdictions are 

regulated by legislation which stipulates the authority to use as 

much force as necessary to carry out their lawful duties. 

The generally accepted convention for modern policing and 

public expectation has moved steadily away from the use of 

force as the default option. Instead police officers are 

expected to be trained and prepared to employ a variety of 

de-escalation strategies to effectively resolve conflicts.  

In this context de-escalation can be described as the use of 

verbal and/or non-verbal communication strategies aimed at 

the reduction or elimination of the need to use physical force 

in conflict resolution. 
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CASES IN COURT 

CASES COMPLETED 

 
Date Completed Concerned Officer Results 
July 17, 2015 Det. Sherwood Simpson Convicted for Wounding with intent and illegal possession of 

firearm.  
 

PRELIMINARY ENQUIRIES COMPLETED  
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PUBLIC INFORMATION  

Meetings 

The Commissioner of Police, Dr. Carl Williams hosted the last 

regular meeting of the two organizations at his office on Old 

Hope Road on July 2, 2015. Discussions were undertaken by 

senior command officers on the following issues:  

- Data – Statistics of fatal shooting 

- Body worn camera 

- Draft protocols for the submission of statements 

- Security of INDECOM Officers 

- Tivoli Commission of Enquiry 

- JCF submissions to the Parliamentary Committee 

regarding the Oversight Board 

  

Media Relations 
The Commission values transparency and as such aims to be 

as accessible as possible to the media and the public. In an 

effort to increase and deepen knowledge about the role of 

INDECOM the Commission will be embarking on several 

public education initiatives in August. The week of activities 

dubbed “INDECOM Week.” INDECOM Week 2015 will focus 

on the Commission’s role in enhancing and strengthening 

police service in Jamaica. 

 

Press Releases 
The Commission’s public relations unit distributed 14 press 

releases for the second quarter of 2015. They were titled as 

follows: 

 

1. INDECOM probing fatal shooting in Salt Pond St. 

Catherine 

2. Two police officers arrested and charged for unlawful 

wounding 

3. Police officer charged for assault and inflicting grievous 

bodily harm  

4. INDECOM probes death of 63 y-o Alvin Allen 

5. INDECOM Commissioner in Austria for meeting on Use of 

Force and Policing Policies 

6. Court of Appeal Rules: INDECOM is entitled to phone 

records for criminal investigations  

7. Detective Constable sentenced to 15 years in prison 

8. Dwayne Smart trial reset to February 2016 

9. First INDECOM case in the High Court results in conviction 

10. INDECOM probes death of unidentified man in St. 

Catherine 

11. Police Officer arrested for wounding with intent 

12. Response to Gleaner Article (July 9, 2015)  

Death of Cons.  

13. Death of Cons. Crystal Thomas 
14. Update: Assault of Prisoner 
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APPENDICES  



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

  
No. Name of Virtual 

Complainant or 
Deceased 

Defendant(s) Type of 

Complainant 
(fatal/non-fatal 

etc.) 

Court First date 

Before 
Court  

All Dates 

before the 
Court for the 

Quarter 

Reasons for Adjournment 

1 Glendon Gordon, 
Glenroy Gordon & 

Patrick Cunningham 

N/A Murder Special Coroner - 
Clarke's Town 

  15.06.15 to 
26.06.15 

Inquest held.  Next date set for 
August 10-21, 2015 

2 Carl Allen N/A Murder Spl. Coroner - 
Cambridge RM 

  01.06.15 01.06.15  Investigator was told to 
give evidence at 2 p.m. as there 

were two part heard matters.   
The Judge then realised that it 
was not possible to conduct the 

matter.  Case was adjourned 
without a date being set.  

4 Evon Baker N/A Murder Coroner - Sav-la-mar    27.04.15 to 
01.05.15 

Inquest    

5 Vanessa Wint N/A Suicide Special Coroner 30.06.14  29.06.15 Coroner's Inquest commenced  

6 Paul Sherriah (dec'd) N/A Death in Custody Coroner's Court - 

Kgn 

  16.04.15; 

28.05.15 
 

16.04.15 (Inquest) The forensic 

Examiner and Investigator of 
INDECOM gave evidence in 
Court.  Invstigator will not be 

expected to attend court the next 
sitting.  Next court date set for 

May 28, 2015.                                                                                                                          
28.05.15 (Inquest) Investigator 
was informed by the Clerk od the 

Court that the matter was 
handed down on thursday, May 
28, 2015.  The Coroners Court 

found that Paul Sherriah's death 
was caused by suicide. 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

7 INDECOM o.b.o. 
Mario Deane 

District 
Constable 

Marlon Grant; 
W/Cpl. Elaine 
Stewart; 

Woman District 
Constable 
Juliana Clevon 

Manslaughter Montego Bay RM 26.09.14 01.06.15 01.06.15   Time Requested by 
clerk Ms. Courbette to properly 

persue the file. Matter set for  
Preliminary Enquiry on the 18th 
of August 2015. 

8 Desford Hewan Corporal 
Omras Lindo 

Malicious 
Destruction of 
Property 

Montego Bay RM 29.01.14 08.04.15 & 
22.04.15  

08.04.15 Set for mention until 
other related matters are 
completed. Next date April 24, 

2015.                                    
22.04.15   Witness Ms. 

Edmonson who was visiting from 
the states. However  the 
defendant's lawyer was not in 

court owing to a death in the 
family. Trial set for January 12, 
2016.                

9 Fabian Belnavis Cons. 

Christopher 
Murphy 

Assault OBH Special Coroner's-

Kgn 

30.01.13 29.04.15; 

07.05.15 & 
20.05.15    

29.04.15    Defence Counsel and 

potential character witness for 
the defence were absent. Hence 

the matter was adjourned until 
May 07, 2015.   07.05.15 Defence 
counsel was absent.  New date 

set for May 20, 2015.                                              
20.05.15  Matter was concluded.  

Accused was found not guilty. 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

10 Derrick Bolton & 
Rohan Dixon 

Cons. Daley & 
Sgt. David 

Hutchinson 

Murder Home Circuit  01.07.15 1.5.15 and 
5.6.15  

Defence Counsel informed the 
court that she had not received a 

list of the witnesses that the 
crown intends to call hence, 
could not agree to a trial date to 

be set.  The matter was 
posponed for Plea and Case 
management Hearing on October 

2, 2015. 

11 Christopher Hill Cons. Ricketo 
Graham 

Murder St. Ann Circuit 19.07.13 18.05.15 & 
09.06.15 

18.05.15 & 09.06.15 Concerned 
officer to settle legal 
representation matter for trial to 

begin October 14, 2015  

12 Dujon Robinson Cons. Mesheck 

Palmer & Cons. 
Surano Bird 

Murder  Montego Bay RM 28.08.14 07.04.15; 

15.04.15 & 
06.05.15 

07.04.15 Defence did not have 

full disclosure as some notices 
were not served                                

15.04.15  Matter set for mention 
and INDECOM instructed to serve 
letter of Initial Investigator's 

Resignation.                          
06.05.15  Matter set for 
Preliminary Enquiry on 10.8.15-

11.08.15 and subpoenas to be 
collected.  

13 Martin Shand Cons. Romain 

Delahaye; 
Cons. Damon 
Robinson & 

Sgt. Leford 
Gordon 

Murder Home Circuit 08.04.14 24.04.15 & 

22.05.15 

24.04.15 Defence Counsel was 

absent. Valrie neita Robertson 
outside Jusrisdiction.         
22.05.15    Adjourned until July 

24, 2015 (agreement at bar). 

14 Cassius Mullings Constable 

Ricardo 
Whittaker 

Manslaughter Lucea RM 25.02.14 01.05.15   



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

15 Barrington McAnuff Constable 
Victor Mitchell; 

Constable 
Andrew 
Hudson 

Murder Montego Bay RM 27.11.13 08.04.15 & 
30.04.15 

Trial for October 5, 2015 at St. 
James Circuit as the last Circuit 

sitting had ended. This date was 
set on April 30, 2015 

16 Tristan Brydson; 

Andrew Brydson & 
Kingsley Green 

Cons. Damane 

Campbell & 
Cons. Kenroy 

Hines 

Murder Trelawny Circuit 15.08.13 15.06.15   

17 Ruth Budhoo Corporal 
Wycliffe 

Williams 

Assault obo Harm 
& Unlawful 

Wounding 

Montego Bay RM 18.12.13 22.06.15 The matter was dispose of 
through mediation on June 22, 

2015. 

18 Saint O'Bryan Downie Constable 
Wayne Hamil 

Shooting with 
Intent 

Lucea RM 06.05.14 13.04.15 & 
07.06.15 

07.06.15  Preliminary Enquiry 
Ended and set for trial on the 
November 22, 2015. 

19 Nakeia Jackson Spl. Cons. 
Leighton Rose 

Murder Half Way Tree RM 12.02.14 13.04.15 13.04.15 Matter was called up 
and postponed to September 14, 
2915.  Witnesses were bounded 

over to return to court for the 
new date. 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

20 Jessica King Cons. Lincoln 
McKoy 

Murder Home Circuit Court 04.09.13 17.04.15 & 
29.05.15 

17.04.15 (Accused was present along 
with his lawyer.  The prosecutor told the 
court that a file was ready and the 

matter was set for case Mangement on 
May 29, 2015.  the Judge then asked 
about the status of the accused and was 

told that he is in custody.  the Judge then 
offered defence Counsel to make a bail 
application which is set for April 22, 

2015.                            22.04.15 (Case 
managment)  The Court was informed by 
the defence Counsel that he received a 
correspondence from the accused  

stating that he has lost faith in his 
attorney and did not wish to continue 
with him (Defence Counsel) representing 

him (the accused).  The presiding judge 
spoke to the accused who confirmed 
same and told the court that he needed 

about two months to get a lawyer.  The 
Judge granted the request and told the 
accused that when he obtain a lawyer he 

(the accused)  should inform the lawyer 
to contact the previous lawyer for his 
documents to continue the matter. Next 

mention set for July 24, 2015, then the 
trial date would be set.  



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

21 Ian McPherson Cons. Oral 
Morris 

Robery with 
Aggravation & 

Shooting with 
Intent 

Gun Court 18.11.13 22.06.15 22.06.15  The matter involving 
complainant Ian McPherson and 

officers, Keith Francis and Oral 
Morris was mentioned today 
again in the gun court.  The 

lawyer for one of the officers 
(Williams) was present and the 
other (Champagnie) absent.  The 

prosecutor also mentioned that 
there was a part heard matter 

that should continue today and 
hence our matter has been 
postponed again to the 2nd of 

November 2015 for trial.   

22 Sophia Foster obo 
Omar Marshall 

Constable 
Christobel 
Smith & 

Constable 
Gareth Davis 

Murder HWT RM 13.08.14 10.06.15 10.06.15 (Preliminary Enquiry) 
One witness reported that he 
was absent however, the 

investigator assigned to the 
matter was present.    
Investigator reported that the 

case was put off as one of the 
defence counsel Mr. P. 

Champagnie was in a trial in 
Supreme Court involving 
INDECOM. The case was put off 

until August 19, 2015. 

23 Christopher 

Thompson 

Constable 

Gaynor Taylor 

Murder Sav-la-mar RM 28.08.14 26.05.15   



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

25 Garfield Coburn Cons. Kevon 
Gordon 

Murder HWT RM 16.03.15 27.04.15 & 
20.05.15 

27.04.15  The matters of R v 
Kevon Gordon for Murder and R 

v Dain Reid for Breach of Section 
33 of the INDECOM Act were 
mentioned this morning in the 

Corporate Area Resident 
Magistrates' Court. They will be 
next mentioned on May 20, 

2015. Mrs. Neita-Robertson was 
absent, however, Counsel 

appeared on her behalf. The 
accused bail was extended.        
20.05.15  Counsel Shannan Clarke 

held for Mrs. Neita-Robertson. I 
indicated to her Honour Ms. 
Pusey that the witnesses are 

available so we do not need to 
subpoena them.   Matter has 

been set for July 22, 2015. 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

26 Garfield Coburn Cons. Dain Reid Perverting the 
Course of Justice 

HWT RM 19.03.15 27.04.15 & 
20.05.15 

27.04.15  The matters of R v 
Kevon Gordon for Murder and R 

v Dain Reid for Breach of Section 
33 of the INDECOM Act were 
mentioned this morning in the 

Corporate Area Resident.  
Magistrates' Court. They will be 
next mentioned on May 20, 

2015. Mrs. Neita-Robertson was 
absent, however, Counsel 

appeared on her behalf. The 
accused bail was extended.  
20.05.15 Counsel Shannan Clarke 

held for Mrs. Neita-Robertson. I 
indicated to her Honour Ms. 
Pusey that the witnesses are 

available so we do not need to 
subpoena them.   Matter has 

been set for July 29, 2015. 

27 George Green Cons. 

Evaneene 
Gallimore & 
Det. Cons. 

Kemar Sewell 

Murder Mandeville RM   01.04.15   



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

28 Anthony Trought Det. Cpl. Kevin 
Adams and 

Cons. Jerome 
Whyte 

Murder HWT RM 27.03.14 08.04.15; 
22.05.15 

08.04.15 Opening day of Circuit.  
Matter was mentioned.  

Depositions were not yet typed 
and sent up to the Suupreme 
Court Registry.  Further date 

fixed for mention May 22, 2015.  
22.05.15 Depositions were still 
outstanding. further date fixed 

for mention July 24, 2015.   

29 Sylvester Gallimore Cons. Pete 
Samuels; Cons. 
Witney 

Hutchinson & 
Det. Cpl. Kevin 
Adams 

Murder HWT RM 27.03.14 & 
19.11.14 
(Arrest of 

Cons. 
Witney 
Hutchinson) 

05.05.15, 
16.06.15 

05.05.15  Date scheduled for 
preliminary enquiry to commence. 
On this date, INDECOM raised the 
issue of a vulnerable witness giving 
evidence behind a screen. INDECOM 
counsel were to submit skeleton 
arguments on this issue by May 22, 
2015. A further mention date was 
fixed for June 16, 2015. 
16.06.15  His Honour Mr. Dale 
Palmer was outside the jurisdiction. 
It had been agreed between counsel 
and His Honour that on this date, 
counsel would mention the matter 
before another Magistrate and 
indicate to that other Magistrate 
that the date of July 21, 2015 had 
earlier been canvassed and agreed 
upon by counsel and His Honour Mr. 
Palmer as the date on which the 
Court would rule on submissions 
regarding the issue of witness 
screening. 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

30 Adiff Washington Det. Cpl. Kevin 
Adams 

Murder HWT RM 27.03.14 05.05.15   

31 Andrew Bisson Cons. Carl 

Bucknor; Det. 
Cpl. Kevin 
Adams & 

Howard Brown 

Murder HWT RM 14.01.15 02.06.15 02.06.15  Date fixed for 

preliminary enquiry to 
commence. On this date, His 
Honour Mr. Palmer had attended 

court and indicated his 
unavailability for the remainder 

of the month of June, 2015. 
Dates previously set for June in 
relation this and other matters 

were abandoned and the matters 
fixed for mention on July 21, 

2015. 

32 Barron Chambers Cons. Alman 

Fletcher 

Assault 

Occasioning Actual 
Bodily Harm and 
Malicious 

Destruction of 
Property 

Montego Bay RM 11.12.13 19.06.15 Awaiting the decision of the 

Court of Appeal 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

33 Rayan Mahoney Cons. 
Sherwood 

Simpson 

Shooting with 
Intent 

Gun Court 18.02.14 08.06.15 & 
30.06.15 

30.06.2015 - Sherwood Simpson, 
a Detective Constable once 

attached to the Constant Spring 
CIB who Cons. Sherwood 
Simpson was found guilty of 

wounding with intent and illegal 
possession of a firearm was 
sentenced in the High Court 

Division of the Gun Court. 
Simpson was sentenced to 15 

years in prison for wounding with 
intent and five (5) years for illegal 
possession of a firearm, to run 

concurrently.  

34 Damion Powell N/A Fatal Shooting Special Coroner-Kgn   21..04.15 & 
08.06.15 

21.04.15 Investigator (witness) 
was absent but was informed by 

the Clerk of Court of next 
datecourt 21.08.15 (Inquest) The 

accused was present. Some 
witnesses were absent and so the 
matter was put.  Witnesses will 

be summoned to attend next 
sitting.  Next date October 7, 

2015 

35 Hussein McCormack N/A Fatal Shooting Coroner's Court -

Kgn 

  30.04.15   

36 Eric Suckoo SP Albert Diah; 
Cons. Damion 

Bogle; Cons. 
Horace Morna; 
Cons. Ronald 

Fatal Shooting Spl. Coroner - Kgn       



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

Walker; Cpl. 
Janet Wright & 

Det. Cpl. Paul 
Edwards 

37 Kimrod Davis and 
Kimani Davis 

N/A Fatal Shooting Coroner's Court - 
Kgn 

  13.04.15, 
18.05.15 & 
04.06.15 

On April 2, 2015 received a summon 
to attend court for April 13, 2015.  
13.04.15 I was the only witness 
present.  Judge order that I locate 
the other witnesses.  next date set 
for May 18, 2015.                       
18.05.15  I was the only witness that 
attended court.  The court instructed 
me to take a letter to PICA to 
confirm other witness is overseas.  I 
told the court that the mother of the 
deceased does not want to attend 
court. Next date set for June 4, 2015.                                           
04.06.15 (Inquest) - The Court did 
not receive a response from PICA.  
When PICA was called, they 
requested that they see a copy of 
the letter from the Court.  This was 
told to the Court.  I  was instructed 
to revist PICA on Friday June 5, 2015 
to expidite the process. Next court 
date set for July 9, 2015 

38 Dwight Clarke N/A Fatal Shooting Spl. Coroner - Kgn   16.04.15 16.04.15 (trial) Judge was sick.  

Next date set for August 24, 2015 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

39 Kayon Lamont Cons. Dwayne 
Smart 

Murder, Unlawful 
Wounding 

Home Circuit  02.09.12 28.6.15 The matter was set for trial on 
28.6.15 however, Crown Counsel 

Kathy Pike informed the court 
that because she was involved in 
another matter that was being 

tried another trial date was being 
requested for 22.2.16  

40 Ralph Nembhard Sgt. Leford 
Gordon 

Wounding With 
Intent 

HWT RM 26.05.14 23.06.15   

41 Lasani Miller Cons. Demroy 

Savage & 
Damion Grant 

Murder Sav-la-Mar RM   18.06.15   

42 Garth Stubbs Spl. Cons. Leary 

McCawlay 

Wounding With 

Intent 

Lucea RM   24.06.15 & 

30.06.15 

24.06.15 Witnesses to be 

subponea: Cynthia Norton, 
Michael Segree, Fay McIntosh 

and Suzzette Norton.    30.06.15  
date set for circuit Court on  
November 11, 2015            

43 William Farquharson Det. Cons. 

Leroy Clarke 

Assault Sav-la-mar RM   16.04.15 16.04.15  Lawyer for 

Farquaharson was not present 
ant the representatvie was not 
appraised of the matter and 

therfore the case was 
rescheduled for September 2, 

2015 

44 Dave Reid Cons. Jordi 
Jacobs & Det. 

Cpl. 
Christopher 

Green 

Wounding   Gun Court   23.06.15   

45 Adolphus Reader Sgt. Mario 
Taylor; Spl. 

Cons. Shannon-
Ceon Allen 

Murder HWT RM 21.05.14 05.05.15, 
16.06.15, 

21.07.15 

set for mention on 25.08.15 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

46 Kevin Spence Insp. Fitzroy 
Rhoden 

Asssault obo Harm St. Ann's Bay RM 27.11.14 14.7.15 Prosecutioin was ready.  Defence 
counsel absent.  Matter could not 

be reached. Trial set for October 
14, 2015 

47 Kenton Hayles; 
Phaebian Dinnal 
(dec'd) 

Cons. Collis 
Brown & Cpl. 
Roan Morrison 

Murder and 
Shooting with 
Intent  

Home Circuit  17.01.14 10.04.15 & 
19.06.15 

For Cpl. Roan Morrison to settle 
legal Representation; for case 
management on 17.07.15 

48 Andrew Fearon and 

Dwayne Douglas  

Cons.  Collis 

Brown 

Murder Home Circuit 17.01.14 10.04.15 & 

19.06.15 

Plea and Case Management.  

Next date 17.07.15 

49 Damoy 'Gutty'  
Dawkins (dec'd) & 

Donald Stewart 

Cons. Collis 
Brown 

Murder and 
Shooting with 

Intent  

Home Circuit 17.01.14 10.04.15 & 
19.06.15 

Plea and Case Management.  
Next date 17.07.15 

50 Dwayne Bernard  Cons. Witney 
Hutchinson  

Assault  HWT RM 27.03.14 & 
19.11.14 

(Arrest of 
Cons. 

Witney 
Hutchnson) 

19.05.15  set for trial on October 13, 2015  

51 

Seydane Nelson 
W/Cpl. Sonya 

Blackwood 

Perverting the 
Course of Justice 

and Neglect of 
Duty  

HWT RM 27.05.15 
29.06.15, 

28.07.15 

set for September 7, 2015 for 

additional documents to be 
served on defense  

52 
Luke Murray  

Sergeant 
Orden Nelson 

Assualt OBH  St Ann RM 18.06.15 17.07.15 set for mention on 10.09.15 



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

53 Granville Cain & 
Dwayne Coley 

Cons. Wycliffe 
Brown & Orret 

Cephas 

Wounding with 
Intent & Assault 

HWT RM 27.04.15 27.04.15 The matters of R v Orret Cephas 
and Wyclif Brown for Unlawful 

wounding and Assault were 
placed before the Corporate Area 
Resident Magistrates' court this 

morning. The accused were 
represented by Mr. Courtney 
Maxwell. Disclosure was made on 

Mr. Maxwell. Dwayne Coley, one 
of the complainants, was also 

present. The motor vehicle 
belonging to Mr. Coley was 
released on bond and on 

condition. It was further ordered 
by the Magistrate that the 
examination of the vehicle by the 

Defense's expert must be done 
on or before May 8, 2015. The 

matter will be next before the 
court on August 31, 2015. 
Accused granted bail for 

$100,000 with surety and 
fingerprint order made.  



LIST OF CASES IN RM/CIRCUIT AND CORONER'S COURT APRIL TO JUNE 2015 
 

54 Fredrick Hill Cpl. Malica 
Reid 

Murder Home Circuit  03.27.15 & 
31.07.15 

27.03.15 Defence Counsel 
indicated that she had not yet 

received documents that she 
requested from the Crown The 
matter is set for Disclosure issues 

and mention on July 31, 2015.         
31.07.15        Crown Counsel 
Gavin Stewart indicated that 

because of the West Kingston 
Enquiry, Dr. Rao was delayed  

and he (Crown Counsel) does not 
know when the enquiry would 
end.  The Crown is considering to 

have Dr. Rao's evidence via video 
link.  Defence told the court that 
she has not received the 

statement of the witness she 
intended to call. The matter is set 

for disclosure and other isssues 
on November 13, 2015 

 



 

 

Recommendations 

  

The Legal Department  

Apr-Jun. 2015 
 



 
1 

 

  April  

# Category  Recommendations 

1 Shooting Injury The complainant alleges that while at a party in the 

parish of Manchester, Constable Wrenick Lawrence 

(who was previously known to him) approached 

him and asked him to purchase an alcoholic 

beverage for him; when he refused, an argument 

developed between himself and Constable 

Lawrence. During the argument, Cons.  Lawrence 

pushed him in his face, threatened to shoot him, 

pulled a firearm from his waist and fired at him. The 

complainant was not hit but two other patrons at 

the party were wounded. 

 

It is hereby recommended that the concerned officer Constable 

Wrenick Lawrence of the Mandeville Police Station be charged 

for Shooting with Intent and Wounding with Intent contrary to 

Section 20 of the Offences against the Person Act. 

 

2 Shooting Injury The complainant alleges that on May 5, 2012 she 

was at a party when she got shot in her right 

shoulder. 

1. It is recommended that no criminal charges be laid against the 

concerned officer. 

 

2. It is recommended that disciplinary action be taken against the 

concerned officer for the unintentional discharge of his private 

firearm, and for giving a false statement or report in relation to 

this matter. 

 

3. The complainant is advised that she may, if she so desires, 

pursue a civil action for the injuries she received. 

 

3 Fatal Shooting The deceased was riding a motorcycle when he 

was fatally shot by the concerned officer. 

 

The concerned officer contends that he was fired 

upon by an alleged pillion rider, and returned fire. 

1. It is hereby recommended that the concerned officer be 

charged for the murder of Orlando Salmon.  

 

2. It is hereby recommended that the concerned officers 

Constable Sirgenho Steele and Constable Kemar Johnson be 

charged for perverting the Course of Justice and/or giving a 

false statement contrary to Section 33 of the INDECOM Act. 

 

3. Disciplinary action to be taken against  the concerned officers 

Constable Sirgenho Steele and Constable Kemar Johnson for 

giving a false statement in relation to this matter. This 

recommendation should be executed and details of its 

execution and details of its execution communicated to 

INDECOM by the 31st of December 2015.  

Recommendations – The Legal Department – Apr-Jun. 2015 

- Ju 
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4. The Solicitor General be advised as to the Commission’s 

finding that the complainant’s right to life was breached. 

 

5. The family members of the complainant be advised to 

consider civil action against the state for the breach of his right 

to life. 

4 Unlawful Arrest 

 

Unlawful Seizure  

Police officers arrested the complainant and seized 

his firearm pursuant to complaints they received. 

It is hereby recommended that no criminal charges be laid or 

disciplinary action be taken against the concerned officers 

involved in this complaint. 

 

5 Fatal Shooting  

Deceased entered a home with a gun. The police 

was called by occupant who left house on arrival of 

police. Police claimed that deceased pointed gun 

and them and they reacted in self-defence. 

 

Matter to be referred to the Special Coroner 

 

6 Assault 

 

Unprofessional 

Conduct 

 

Complainant alleged that he was slapped in the 

face and punched in the chest by an unknown 

police officer.  

 

No criminal charges to be laid or disciplinary action taken against 

the concerned officer. 
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  May  

# Category Allegations Recommendations 

1 Assault An inmate at the Tower Street Adult 

Correctional Centre (T.S.A.C.C), alleges 

he and other inmates were watching a 

football game being played at the 

prisoners’ playing field. When the team 

which he was supporting scored a goal, 

the inmatel ran on to the field of play to 

celebrate. Whilst on the field, he was 

accosted by Officer Lawes who, without 

provocation or any cause, struck the 

inmate on his left shoulder with a baton.  

An argument developed between the 

inmate and Lawes, during which Lawes 

used his baton to strike the inmate 

again. The inmate fell as a result of the 

second strike which he received to his 

head and he became unconscious.  

It is hereby recommended that Correctional Officer Gilbert Lawes, of 

the Tower Street Adult Correctional Centre, be charged for Assault 

Occasioning Actual Bodily Harm. 

2  

Failure to Comply 

with a Lawful 

Requirement of 

INDECOM 

On Friday, June 21, 2013, INDECOM 

initiated an investigation into the fatal 

shooting of Mr. Wayne George 

Campbell o/c “Little Bear” committed at 

Meadsfield District, Knock Patrick in the 

parish of Manchester.  

 

 

It is hereby recommended that Constable Wrenick Lawrence and 

Detective Corporal Donovan Bell of the Mandeville Police Station be 

charged for breaching section 33 (b)(2) of the INDECOM Act.  

 

3 Threat 

 

Neglect of Duty 

 

Unlawful Arrest 

 

Unlawful 

Detention 

The complainant alleges that the 

concerned officer told him that he was 

threatening a lady, and then the officer 

threatened him. The concerned officer 

then arrested the complainant and took 

him to Mandeville Police Station where 

he was questioned and cleared. 

However, despite being cleared, the said 

1. It is hereby recommended that no criminal charges be laid against 

the concerned officer for threat or neglect of duty.  

 

2. It is hereby recommended that disciplinary action be taken against 

the concerned officer for unlawfully arresting and detaining the 

complainant and for neglecting his assigned duty. This 

recommendation should be executed and details of its execution 

communicated to INDECOM by the 31st of December, 2015. 
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officer took the complainant to the 

Alligator Pond Police Station under arrest. 

 

4 Assault, Threat, 

Unlawful Arrest  

The complainant alleges that the 

concerned officer requested a search of 

his person, and before he could allow 

same, concerned officer held onto his 

clothes and started to pull him. When he 

told the officer that his actions were 

inappropriate, he was arrested. The 

complainant also contends that the 

concerned officer hit him in his face, and 

threatened him.   

 

It is hereby recommended that no criminal charges be laid or 

disciplinary action be taken against the concerned officer in relation 

to this matter. 

5 Shooting injury Three members of the Flying Squad 

Division were on patrol duty when a 

motorcyclist with a pillion rider disobeyed 

the traffic light which signaled him to 

stop. The police signaled the driver of the 

motorcycle to stop and the pillion rider 

pulled a homemade gun and pointed it 

in the direction of on officer. He fired a 

shot at the pillion rider who sustained an 

injury. The injured man was escorted to 

the Kingston Public hospital where he was 

admitted.  

This account is disputed by the 

complainant, and an eyewitness. On 

their allegations, the complainant did not 

pull a firearm at the police and was shot 

unjustifiably.  

The complainant, is currently before the 

Gun Court for Illegal possession of firearm 

and Assault-at-common law for this 

incident.  

 

The Commission finds that no criminal charges or disciplinary 

proceedings should be brought against the concerned officer of the 

Flying Squad.   

6 Shooting injury 

and Assault 

The complainants were travelling in a taxi 

when they were pursued by the police. 

The police chased them to a community 

where they (the complainants) crashed 

into a wall. The police fired at them, 

The concerned officers were charged by the Commission with 

unlawfully wounding the complainant contrary to section 22 of the 

Offences against the Person Act and assaulting the other 

complainant.  
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causing injury to one of the 

complainants. The respondents allege 

that they fired when one of the 

occupants in the car was seen with a 

firearm.   

 

7 Murder  On March 5, 2015, members of the 

Jamaica Constabulary Force, namely 

Constable Kevon Gordon, Constable 

Dain Reid and District Constable Vernon 

Headley were on mobile patrol.  

 

The policemen stopped at the event to 

make enquiries concerning a noise 

permit. One of the officers, Constable 

Gordon o/c “Big Lip” accused the now 

deceased, Garfield Coburn o/c 

“Drugsman”, “Tony”, “Jugsman” of 

smoking marijuana (sometime after 

midnight on March 6, 2015). The witnesses 

assert that Constable Gordon accosted 

Mr. Coburn by the waist of his pants and 

told him that he was under arrest. Mr. 

Coburn repeatedly denied that he was 

smoking marijuana, and held on to the 

fence to prevent Constable Gordon from 

taking him away.  

 

Constable Gordon subsequently pulled 

his firearm, waived it and fired two shots. 

Moments later, Constable Gordon 

pointed his firearm in the direction of Mr. 

Coburn and fired one shot. Mr. Coburn 

fell to the ground and was taken from the 

scene to the Kingston Public Hospital. He 

was pronounced dead.  

 

In these circumstances, the Commission preferred charges against 

Constable Kevon Gordon of the Lawrence Tavern Police Station for 

the murder of Garfield Coburn and Constable Dain Reid of the 

Lawrence Tavern Police Station for Breach of section 33(a) of the 

INDECOM Act.  It is open to the family of Garfield Coburn to seek civil 

redress.  

 

8 Assault The complainant was allegedly assaulted 

by the respondent, Correctional Officer 

after he (the complainant) made a 

complaint to him concerning grouses 

The Commission finds that no criminal charges or disciplinary 

sanctions be instituted against this Correctional Officer. 
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with two inmates. Despite the 

complainant being unarmed, the 

respondent used a baton to hit the 

complainant repeatedly, causing injuries 

to the complainant’s right forearm, hand 

and knee.  

 

9 Neglect of Duty The complainant alleges that his vehicle 

was stolen and later found by the police. 

However, whilst the vehicle was in the 

police custody, parts were stolen from 

the vehicle. The police deny that any 

items were taken from the vehicle whilst it 

was in their custody. 

 

The Commission finds that no criminal charges or disciplinary action 

against any members of the Hunts Bay Police station. However, the 

concerned officer should receive a refresher course as it relates to the 

handling of seized properties.   

10 Shooting Injury On Monday, February 3, 2014, the 

complainant was walking home. When 

he reached in the vicinity of the last 

speed bump on the Lazarus plaza, he 

noticed two persons lying down in the 

bushes at the side of the road. The two 

persons stood up and he recognized 

both. The two persons came towards him 

and he saw one raise his hands with a 

short black gun. Explosions were heard 

and the complainant felt something hit 

him in his right shoulder. As the 

complainant ran, he continued hearing 

explosions. He felt sharp pains to his groin.  

 

The Commission notes the ruling of the learned Director of Public 

Prosecutions that Constable Simeon Gardner of the Santa Cruz Police 

Station be charged with Wounding with Intent.   

11 Assault  On 22nd July, 2013, the complainant was 

assaulted whilst in custody at the 

Claremont Police Station lock-up. The 

respondent is Inspector Fitzroy Rhoden. It 

is alleged that whilst the complainant 

was in custody, the respondent beat him 

with a baton causing chip fracture of 

right incisor (teeth), head injury and mild 

swelling to the forehead.  

 

The Commission charged Inspector Fitzroy Rhoden with the offences 

of Assault Occasioning Actual Bodily Harm and Attempting to Pervert 

the Course of Justice contrary to common law.   
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12 Conduct 

Unbecoming 

Complainant alleges that on 6th and 10th 

January, 2014, his house was unlawfully 

searched and he unlawfully arrested 

without being charged. 

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken against this 

concerned officer. 

13 Unlawful Arrest & 

Detention   

Complainant alleges that her son, JJ was 

unlawfully arrested and badly beaten 

while in custody. 

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken against this 

concerned officer. 

14 Assault  

 

Discharge of 

Firearm  

Complainant alleges that she and her 

son were pepper sprayed by the police. 

That one of the officers fired his weapons 

while the confrontation was taking place. 

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken against 

these concerned officer. 

15 Assault  Complainant alleges that she was 

slapped in the face by three concerned 

officers known to her only by nicknames. 

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken against 

these (3) concerned officer. 

16 Assault  Complainant alleges that she was 

pushed by a concerned officer on the 

compound of a basic school while she 

was speaking to a teacher. 

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action be taken against 

any member of the Jamaica Constabulary Force.  

17 Fatal Shooting A report was made to the police that 

men were seen with guns in the 

Garveymeade area of Portmore, St. 

Catherine. On responding to the scene, 

the police allege that men opened fire at 

them and they had to take action by 

returning gunfire. When the event 

subside, two men were found nursing 

gunshot wounds. They were later 

pronounced dead. The residents and 

several witnesses, gave a different 

account to that of the police. 

 

1. Special Corporal Dayne Henderson be charged for the murder 

of Okeeli Brown 

2. Constable Faybian Durrnat be charged for the murder of 

Dadrian Davis 

3. The matter concerning the allegations against Herbert henry be 

forwarded to the JCF for an investigation to be conducted in his 

involvement; 

4. The matter be referred to the Solicitor General for consideration 

of the Commission’s finding that the deceased men right to life 

was breached. 

18 Assault The complainant was allegedly beaten 

by Sergeant Orden Nelson. The 

complainat claims that the ordeal 

started from the officer’s 

misapprehension that the complainant 

1. Sergeant Orden Nelson be charged for inflicting Grievous Bodily 

Harm contrary to s. 22 of the Offences Against the Person Act 

2. Woman Constable Sharon Campbell and Woman Special 

Kenneisha Scott face internal police discipline for alleged 

breaches of s. 29 of the JCF Use of Force Policy 
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 uttered a bad word. The complainant 

was subsequently taken to the police 

station. At the police station, the 

complainant alleged that the 

concerned officer beat him without 

justification, so much so that his arm was 

broken.  

3. The complainant be advised to seek civil remedies 

4. The Solicitor general be advised. 
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  June  

No Category  Recommendations 

1 Assault  The complainant alleges that he 

was on a farm in St. Catherine 

along with friends when. While 

on the farm they were 

approached by approximately 

five (5) policemen.  The officers 

proceeded to search a house 

next door the farm and 

threatened that if a gun was 

found in the house everyone 

would be dead. No gun was 

found.  Since then the 

complainant is constantly being 

assaulted and harassed by one 

of the officers. 

  

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 

2 Assault  The complainant alleges that he 

was assaulted by the concerned 

officer while the Constable 

searched him. 

 

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 

3  Assault  The complainant alleges that he 

was with some friends and family 

on a farm in St. Catherine when 

they were approached by who 

police officers who accosted all 

six men who were on the farm.  

The complainant identified both 

member of the team.  They were 

later released.  Since then he has 

been constantly harassed by the 

two officers. 

 

File be closed File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 

4 Assault/Threat  Complainant alleges he was 

accused by officers of throwing 

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 
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away a gun, when he denied it, 

a female officer remark was “a 

shoot wi fi shoot him.” 

 

5 Assault  Complainant alleges that he 

was held by the police for a 

traffic ticket that he had already 

paid; he was subsequently 

assaulted by the police and had 

to seek medical attention.  

 

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 

6 Assault  Complainant alleges that while 

driving his vehicle towards Red 

Hills Boulevard, he stopped at a 

section of the Boulevard as the 

area was cordoned off.  He was 

instructed to "go back" by officer 

and when he refused, he was 

searched.  Another officer on the 

scene approached the 

complainant and boxed him in 

the face. 

 

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 

7 Assault  The complainant alleges that he 

was assaulted two concerned 

officers after he was pulled from 

his car by one of the officers. 

 

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 

 

Contact witness to see if he wants to continue with the case and also to 

find an independent witness 

8 Assault  The complainants alleges that 

she and her brother and her 

sister, were assaulted and 

charged with offences they did 

not commit. 

 

That both concerned officers be charged for the offence of Assault 

occasioning bodily harm.  

9 Assault The complainant alleges that 

the concerned officer held his 

gun on her, saying that he will 

shoot her. 

 

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 

10 Assault  Complainant alleges that he 

was assaulted by the concerned 

File be closed as complaint is withdrawn 
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officer assigned to King Fish, 

while at a night club in New 

Kingston. 

 

11 Assault The complainant alleges that 

police personnel visited his bar 

and confiscated a quantity of 

liquor amounting to a value of 

$7,500 and on another occasion, 

they seized his spirit license 

alleging that it is fraudulent. 

 

The file should be closed. The complainant is not interested in continuing 

the matter. 

12 Harassment The complainant alleges that he 

was assaulted by the concerned 

officer then arrested on a make-

up a charge. 

 

The file should be closed as there is insufficient evidence to substantiate 

the claim and the complainant is no longer interested in having the 

matter investigated. 

13 Shooting Injury Complainant alleges that her 

brother informed her that while 

at a dance at Myers Street, 

Jones Town, he went to pass 

urine and was approached and 

accused by the police of having 

a gun; he was then shot and 

injured. 

 

The file should be closed. The complainant is not interested in continuing 

the matter. 

14 Fatal Shooting A man who appears to be of 

unsound mind entered the Half-

Way-Tree Police Station 

compound armed with a knife 

and a baton.  He was behaving 

in a boisterous manner and 

shouting expletives.  He then 

approached the concerned 

officer with the knife. The same 

concerned officer pulled his 

service pistol and fired one (1) 

round in the man’s direction who 

fell to the ground.  The injured 

man was rushed to the Kingston 

Public Hospital (KPH) where he 

The file should be closed. No criminal charges or departmental action be 

taken against the concerned officer. 
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succumbed to his injuries while 

undergoing treatment and the 

concerned officer was taken to 

the Medical Associates Hospital 

where he underwent treatment. 

 

15 Unprofessional 

Conduct 

The complainant states that she 

is the director of a company 

which offers loans to individuals 

and small businesses. Sometime 

in 2012, the concerned officer 

was contracted by the 

Company to collect monies 

from delinquent clients the 

complainant alleges that the 

concerned officer collected 

monies from delinquent 

customers on behalf of the 

company but failed to hand 

over those sums to the 

company. She also alleges that 

the concerned officer was in 

possession of company files of 

which he came into possession 

as a collector hired by the 

company but he has failed to 

return these files despite 

termination of his employment. 

Mrs. Spence further states that 

the concerned officer was 

himself the recipient of a loan 

from the company of which he 

has been in default for several 

months and refuses to make the 

necessary instalments. 

 

The Commission found that the complainant’s claim fell outside its 

investigative remit.  

16 Assault OABH The complainant claims that on 

Wednesday, August 10, 2011, he 

had been involved in a fight 

with a man; after the fight he 

It is hereby recommended that no charges be preferred against 

concerned officers. 
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visited the police station to file a 

report against Kareem. Upon 

arriving at the station, the 

concerned police officer spoke 

to him in a disrespectful manner. 

He claims that he asked the 

concerned officer not to 

address him in that manner and 

the concerned officer 

immediately used a baton to 

strike him all over his body. 

He also claims that another 

police officer kicked him causing 

him to fall. He claims that the 

concerned officer continued to 

strike him with the baton whilst he 

was on the ground, as well as 

later when he was in handcuffs. 

The complainant further alleges 

that after placing him inside the 

cell, the concerned officer 

opened the cell, approached 

him and pointed a firearm at his 

head.  

 

17 Assault OABH  A ward at the Metcalfe Juvenile 

Centre alleges that on the 

morning of October 9, 2013, he 

was inside his dormitory when he 

overheard an argument 

between another ward and a 

correctional officer. During the 

argument, the correctional 

officer held on to the ward who, 

in seeking refuge, held on to the 

ward’s shirt. The ward alleges 

that he tried to release the 

ward’s grasp when suddenly the 

It is hereby recommended that no charges be preferred against these 

(3) concerned officers of the Metcalfe Street Juvenile Centre.  
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correctional officer attacked 

him as well. He alleges that 

another officer used a baton to 

strike him several times in his 

head, and kicked and hit him 

several times.   

18 Assault OABH The complainant alleges that 

she was at the Trench Town 

Police Station when the 

concerned officer told her on 

three (3) occasions to move 

from where she was located. 

She moved and began 

conversing with someone when 

the concerned officer told her 

to be quiet or he would throw 

her out of the station. The 

complainant continued talking 

and the concerned officer said 

he would arrest her if he had to 

speak to her again. The 

concerned officer then arrested 

the complainant, and she asked 

why she was being arrested. The 

complainant told the 

concerned officer she would 

not go in the holding area until 

she was informed of the reason 

for her arrest. The concerned 

officer then used his hands to try 

to get her in the holding area 

but she would not move, he 

then hit her with a baton. 

It is hereby recommended that Corporal Gregory Givans be charged for 

Assault Occasioning Actual Bodily Harm.   

19 Shooting Injury  The complainant alleges that 

she was walking on the road with 

her son when she saw someone 

run pass her. She then heard an 

explosion which sounded like a 

gunshot, and she looked behind 

her and saw the concerned 

It is hereby recommended that no criminal charges be laid or disciplinary 

action be taken against this concerned officer.  

 

The complainant be advised to seek Civil Remedies. 

 

The Solicitor General be advised.  
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officer walking towards her with 

a gun in his hand. The 

complainant then discovered 

that she and her son were 

injured. 

 

20 Assault  The complainant alleges that he 

was assaulted by the Sergeant 

Lancelot Fraser of the 

Mandeville Police Station. The 

complainant, who alleges he 

was also unlawfully arrested, was 

involved in a fight with another 

prisoner causing the officer to 

use force in a bid to quell the 

fracas. The force that was used 

by the Sergeant Fraser was 

however excessive in nature 

causing severe injuries to the 

complainant’s head. 

 

It is hereby recommended that Sergeant Lancelot Fraser be charged for 

Inflicting Grievous Bodily Harm contrary to Section 22 of the Offences 

Against the Persons Act.  

 

The Complainant be advised to seek Civil Remedies.  

 

The Solicitor General be advised.  

21 Murder and 

Perverting the 

Course of Justice 

Ricardo Hill, the deceased and 

former market vendor of the 

Brown’s Town market, was shot 

and killed by Constable Graham 

who unlawfully arrested him. The 

now deceased was mistakenly 

arrested by Constable Graham 

and upon being persuaded by 

his colleague that he was 

wrongfully arrested, took the Mr. 

Hill to an area, under the guise of 

releasing him, and shot him 

several times.  In a bit to cover up 

his actions, he sent several text 

messages to his colleague and 

partner Constable Pearson, 

trying to convince him to lie for 

him. 

 

The Commission previously arrested and charged Constable Ricketo 

Graham on July 12, 2013 for: 

a) the Murder of Christopher Hill.  

b) Perverting the Course of Justice 

The Commission recommends that: 

a) the complainant be advised to seek Civil Remedies. 

b) the Solicitor General be advised 
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22 Fatal Shooting & 

Shooting injury 

The complainant was shot and 

his friend was allegedly killed by 

the police at a party. The police 

allege that the deceased and 

the complainant were armed 

and they were acting in self 

defence. 

 

That Detective Corporal Clayton Brown and Constable Wrenick Lawrence 

be charged with the murder of Lorant Lawrence and the shooting injury 

of Wayne Campbell.  

23 Assault  The complainant alleges that she 

was assaulted by the respondent 

who had taken two of her 

students into custody. The 

respondent alleges that he did 

not assault the complainant. 

That District Constable Junior Philpotts, Corporal Marcus Bent, Woman District 

Constable Sylvia Grant be placed before the Disciplinary Committee for 

their actions and inaction.   

 

24 Shooting Injury On Dec. 2 2014, the concerned 

officer received a firearm from 

his colleague, following receipt, 

he was taking a report and 

having observed that the 

firearm had no magazine, he 

placed it on the top drawer of a 

desk. When he completed 

taking the report and retrieved 

the weapon to place it in the 

Station’s strong pan, it went off 

causing injury to the right calf of 

another colleague.  

i. No criminal charges be laid against this concerned officer or any 

other officer in this matter. 

ii. The Commissioner of Police: 

a. Be advised of the Commission’s finding that a prima facie case exists 

that    Constables Ishjuan McKnight and Chester Richards breached 

Force Order #3261 dated 03/12/09 on the safe handover of firearms. 

b. Causes such internal disciplinary proceedings as are fit and proper to 

be instituted against Constables Ishjuan McKnight and Chester 

Richards to determine whether he committed the breach described 

in the preceding sub paragraph. 

c. Advises the Commission as to whether disciplinary proceedings will be 

instituted and, if they will, the contemplated nature of those 

disciplinary proceedings by the 1st September 2015. Where 

disciplinary proceedings in respect of sub paragraph (ii) above, are 

 completed, communicates the outcome of the proceedings to 

the Commission within fifteen (15) days of their completion. 

d. The learned Solicitor General be advised as to the Commission’s 

conclusion that Woman Constable Roberts’ injuries were caused by 

the negligence of Constable Ishjuan McKnight. 

e. Woman Constable 

Roberts be reminded that she can pursue civil remedies. 
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 25 Fatal shooting The Complainant was shot by 

a JDF Private Ravaughn Scott 

in her community at 2B Oxford 

Road, Railway Premises, 

Spanish Town, St. Catherine. 

The soldier said that he fired 

on her by mistake as the 

surroundings were dark and 

he thought someone was 

approaching in a threatening 

manner.  

1. It is recommended that criminal charges of Wounding with 

Intent contrary to s. 20 of the Offences Against the Person Act be laid 

against Private Rauvaugn Scott. 

2. It is respectfully recommended that the Chief of Defence Staff: 

i.  Be advised of the Commission’s finding that a sufficient case exists 

that Private Rauvaughn Scott wounded Abigail Welch with intent to 

cause her grievous bodily harm.  

ii. Causes such internal disciplinary proceedings as are fit and proper to 

be instituted against Private Rauvaughn Scott to determine whether 

he breached the Orders as described at paragraphs 41 and 42 

above.  

iii. Advises the Commission, on or before September 1, 2015, as to 

whether disciplinary proceedings will be instituted and, if they will, the 

contemplated nature of those disciplinary proceedings. 

iv. Where disciplinary proceedings in respect of subparagraph (ii) above, 

are completed, communicates the outcome of the proceedings to 

the Commission within fifteen (15) days of their completion. 

v. Consider routinely equipping soldiers on night patrols with illuminating 

devices. 

 

vi. Consider routinely equipping soldiers on patrol with First Aid 

supplies. 

vii. The Commission contemplates that the recommendations in the 

two preceding subparagraphs will have financial implications for the 

JDF and welcomes the JDF’s response to this recommendation on or 

before September 1, 2015. 

 

3. That the Solicitor General be advised of the Commission’s finding 

that a sufficient case exists that Private Rauvaughn Scott wounded 

Abigail Welch without justification. 

4. The complainant and her family be advised that they can 

pursue their civil remedies. 
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