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Death in Custody 

 

Since July 2013, 24 persons have died in State 

custody. Of this number 12 were apparently by 

natural causes, three (3) were by suicide, and 

nine (9) were by violence perpetrated by State 

agents or fellow inmates. Of the 24 number 18 

died in JCF custody and six (6) in Department of 

Corrections’ custody.  

Suicide and violent deaths in custody require 

scrutiny of the State’s arrangements. Of the 24 

deaths, 12 fall into this category, seven (7) were 

in JCF custody and five (5) in Department of 

Corrections custody. Deaths of inmates in State 

custody always raise questions about the 

effectiveness of the State’s arrangements. In the 

past few years there have been unfortunate 

cases of deaths in State custody which reveal 

prima facie failures: 

a. To prevent State Agents from inflicting 

unlawful violence. 

b. To minimize the risk of self-harm. 

 

c. To minimize the risk of violence being 

inflicted by other inmates. 

The Commission has written one special report 

(Safeguarding the Right to Life) and a number of 

Commission’s Reports on deaths and injuries 

suffered by inmates at police lock- ups and 

correctional facilities. The Commission also 

participated in a Cabinet Sub-Committee under 

the auspices of the Minister of National Security 

and the Minister of Justice, appointed to Review 

the Detention System and to Develop a Strategic 

Response to the issue of the Treatment of Persons 

in Lock Ups and Correctional Institutions in 2014. 

All these efforts betray the urgent need to bring 

systemic change to the detention processes.  

 

The Obligation 

The State is obliged to promote universal respect 

for and observance of, the right to life and take 

steps to secure this right. The substantive (Death 

in Custody…continues on Page 3) 

JANUARY – MARCH 2016 

 

 



THE INDECOM QUARTERLY                                                                                               JAN-MAR 2016 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2 

Contents 
 

In this Edition of the IQ  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  3 

Feature Article   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  1&4 

   

Part One 
New Complaints   ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  5 

Incident Response  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 6  

Security Force Related Fatalities ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 7 

Statistics (Nature of Incidents -  

- by Parish/Incident Distribution)  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 8 

Shooting Incidents  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 9 

 

Part Two  
Resolved Complaints  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 11 

Nature of Completed Reports -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 12 

Recommendations  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 13-21 

 

Part Three 

Lessons to be Learnt   -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 22 

 

Part Four 

Public Information   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 23 

Part Five   

Cases in Court   --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE INDECOM QUARTERLY                                                                                               JAN-MAR 2016 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3 

 

In This Edition of the IQ 
Cover Page 

Death in Custody: The Commission has addressed 

the matter of deaths in custody both in rhetoric 

and reports via Reports to Parliament, media 

appearances and press releases. In our 2014 

Report entitled Safeguarding the Right to Life, 

weaknesses in the system in police stations and 

correctional facilities were identified and 

recommendations made regarding how these 

weaknesses and gaps could be improved. The 

Commission also opined on what obtains in 

Jamaica and juxtaposed same with international 

standards. In this edition of the IQ, we have 

addressed the issue again with a view to 

changing and or establishing standard operation 

procedures and public policies in relation to the 

care of civilians who find themselves in State 

care.  

Part One 

New Complaints: The Commission recorded 212 

new complaints in the first quarter of 2016. Assault 

accounted for more than 30 percent of the total 

number of complaints. As is the typical case, 

assaults, discharges of firearm and fatal shootings 

are the top three allegations. These are also the 

allegations for which more than 20 complaints 

were made. All allegations were below 15. The 

Commission recorded no sexual harassment, no 

perversion of the course of justice and no 

unlawful detentions for the period. One arson 

and one death in custody was recorded.  

Incident Response: The Commission’s 

Investigators and Forensic Examiners attended 95 

incident scenes for the first quarter of 2016 with 

32 in January 34 in February and 29 in March. The 

team attended 24 fatal shootings and assaults, 

and 17 shooting injuries among others.  

Security Force-Related Fatalities: 

Twenty five (25) security force-related fatalities 

were recorded for the first quarter of 2016. 

Twenty-two (22) of the 24 were related to the 

Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF), two were 

related to the Jamaica Defence Force and two 

related to the Department of Correctional 

Services (DCS). Of the 25 fatalities, 24 were 

shootings. 

Part Two 

The Legal Department: The Department 

completed 30 Commission’s Reports in the first 

quarter of 2016. No criminal charges or 

disciplinary action was recommended in 25 of 

the matters while criminal charges were 

recommended in three (3) of the matters. In one 

matter, disciplinary action was recommended 

while one was forwarded to the Solicitor General.  

Nature of Cases: The nature of the matters 

completed by way of Commission’s Reports 

included 12 assaults, three (3) shooting injuries 

and three (3) fatal shootings. Other reports 

completed include: discharge of firearm (2), 

unlawful search (2) and unlawful arrest (2).  

Part Three 

Lessons Learnt: In this edition, this section will 

focus on incidents of Illegal Entry. 

Part Four 

Cases in Court: A table of Cases in Court as well 

and their current status and reason for 

adjournment for the period is presented.  

Part Five  

Public Information: Eleven press releases were 

published and disseminated during the first 

quarter of 2016. The Commission hosted a press 

conference to appraise the public of the 

statistics for 2015 as well as to update the country 

on cases that were prominently featured in the 

media.  

Meetings with the JCF: The Commission’s senior 

management in charge of operations met with 

representatives of the Inspectorate of 

Constabulary, and the Bureau of Special 

Investigations (BSI) twice for the period. During 

their meetings the following items were 

discussed: 

 Arrest Protocols 

 Assault Matters 

 Charges to be laid on members of the 

JCF 

 General update on specific cases 
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(…Continues from Cover Page) 

obligation to protect life may, in certain 

circumstances, require that the State take active 

measures to protect an individual. Persons in the 

custody of the State are particularly vulnerable 

and the State has a special burden to ensure 

that their lives are secured. The custodian has a 

duty to take reasonable care to even guard 

against suicide, although suicide is a voluntary 

and deliberate act. The duty arises from the 

almost complete control that the gaoler 

exercised over the prisoner and the special 

danger of people in custody taking their own 

lives. Imprisonment was recognized to be 

singularly stressful on both the sane and insane. It 

is for these reasons that international investigative 

standards require that a death in any type of 

custody should be regarded as prima facie a 

summary or arbitrary execution requiring 

immediate investigation to confirm or rebut the 

presumption. 

Observations 

In these investigations the Commission has noted 

the following troubling features: 

a. Facilities are not laid out to facilitate the 

easy monitoring of detainees. 

b. Cells often have “hanging points” which 

facilitate self-harm. 

c. The conditions of Lock-Ups and some 

prisons are poor as regards ventilation, 

overcrowding and sanitation. 

d. Lock-Up staff seem demotivated. 

e. It is rare to find any staff assigned to 

Lock-Ups or prisons who have had any 

special training in dealing with 

vulnerable prisoners. 

f. Lock-ups have no Standard Operating 

Procedures to deal with vulnerable 

inmates. 

g. Lock-Up staff are not actively supervised 

by the officer in charge of the station. 

h. No, or insufficient, measures are in place 

to detect vulnerable prisoners and to 

safeguard them whilst in custody. 

i. No, or insufficient records exist as regards 

the housing and movement of prisoners 

within the lock-up area and their 

interaction with State agents. 

j. Insufficient monitoring of “trustee” 

inmates. 

k. Most lock-ups had no First Aid 

equipment. 

l. After a violent incident lock-up staff 

often failed to preserve the scene. 

Recommendations 

It is opportune to recount some of the 

outstanding recommended changes that are 

relevant to this discourse: 

a. Construction of purpose-built remand 

centres to which remandees in police 

lock-ups must be transferred. 

b. Review and promulgation of laws and 

rules to provide for the applicable 

standards and terms of treatment for 

prisoners and detainees. This must 

include proper record keeping and 

protocols for the detection and 

treatment of vulnerable prisoners. 

c. Specialist training for personnel assigned 

to prisons, remand centres and lock-ups 

in the conduct of their duties to include 

managing vulnerable prisoners or 

detainees. 

d. That lock-ups and prisons be fitted with 

closed circuit camera systems. 

 

On the issue of the safe custody of inmates the 

JCF Book of Rules pithily states: 

“Prisoners shall be treated with every 

consideration and while no harshness or 

unnecessary restraint shall be used towards them, 

every precaution must be taken as regards their 

safe custody….” 

The Standing Orders of the JCF are quite detailed 

on issues of cell security in so far as preventing 

escape but fail to establish ample standards for 

safeguarding detainees.  

The Book of Rules are made by the Minister of 

National Security by virtue of Section 28 of the 

Constabulary Force Act. The current version was 

promulgated in 1988. The Commission humbly 

urges that the Honourable Minister considers 

establishing a working group to develop new, 

detailed rules governing the safekeeping of 

inmates. The provision of sufficient resources to 

bring modernity and efficiency is also required. 

 



THE INDECOM QUARTERLY                                                                                               JAN-MAR 2016 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
5 

  

Part One: New Complaints 
The Commission received 212 complaints for the 

first quarter of 2016. Assault has consistently been 

the most common complaint since INDECOM’s 

inception. In recent times, that is, the last 2 years, 

incidents of discharge of firearm has increased. 

This has led to assaults, discharge of firearm, fatal 

shooting and shooting injury consistently being 

the top four complaints in terms of volume.  

 

 

Figure 1: All complaints in all categories recorded for the first quarter of 2016.   
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Incident Response 

 

 
Figure 2: This chart represents the monthly breakdown of all scenes attended by the Forensic Unit across all 

teams. 

 

 

 
Figure 3: This chart shows the nature of the incidents responded to by the Forensics Teams across the island 

for the period.   
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List of Fatalities - 25 (Jan-Mar. 2016) 

 
Date DECEASED (Name) Location JCF/JDF/DCS 

 January - 7   

1-Jan Richard MATTIE  150, Princess St, Kingston JCF - Mobile Reserve 

10-Jan Dane WALTERS Dunbeholden Rd 
JCF - Mobile Patrol Spanish 

Town PSTN 

19-Jan Lancelot WALKER 
Enfield Main Rd, Darliston, 

Westmoreland 
JCF - Mobile Reserve 

20-Jan Keith GARDNER Regent St, Kingston JDF Soldier 

24-Jan Romeo MARKS 
Damhead, Crescent Dist, St 

Catherine 
JCF - OFF DUTY 

 24-Jan Rohan GRAHAM 43, Varma Rd, Kingston 11 JCF - Hunts Bay PSTN 

28-Jan Romaine JENKINSON Alman Main Rd, Westmoreland JCF - Sav-La-Mar PSTN 

   February – 13 (DIC- 2)    

4-Feb 
Akeel DOWNY, Orlando 

WYNTER 
Ferry Dist, Kingston JCF - Hunts Bay PSTN 

6-Feb Stephen O'Neil DYER 
Bushey Park Housing scheme, May 

Pen, Clarendon 
JCF - OFF DUTY 

11-Feb Kelvin HODGE  Library Lane, Chatham, St James JCF - Montego Bay PSTN 

13-Feb Raymond PLUMMER 
Chins Ave, Thompson Town, Spanish 

Town 
JCF - Spanish Town OST 

14-Feb Mark St Patrick BERNARD Hatfield Westmoreland JCF - OFF DUTY 

21-Feb Samar DAVIS DIC Montego Bay PSTN JCF - Montego Bay PSTN 

23-Feb Oswald REID Hanover JCF - Hanover Div HQ 

24-Feb Okeito HALL Waterford PSTN compound JCF - Portmore PSTN 

25-Feb Lloyd LAMBERT Big Lane, Central Village JCF - Area 5 SIU 

26-Feb Dennis McPHERSON DIC 
St Catherine Adult Correction 

Centre 
Department of Corrections 

27-Feb Omar FRANCIS 
Woodleigh Dist, May Pen, 

Clarendon 
JCF - Mobile Reserve 

28-Feb Dermaine MALCOM 
Orange Street, Montego Bay, St. 

James 
JCF - Montego Bay PSTN 

 28-Feb 
Shoyon LAWRENCE, Jamar 

REID 
Goat Pen, Flankers, St James JCF - Mobile Reserve 

   March (4) DIC-1)   (Fatality - Other 1)  

7-Mar Kevin BLACK Old Road, Whithorn, Westmoreland JCF - Motorised Division 

8-Mar Kenneth Lloyd McCOOK 
Forsythe Drive, St Johns Heights, St 

Catherine 
JCF - Glengoffe PSTN 
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9-Mar Reno CHRISTIE Nelly Drive, Norwood, St James JDF Soldier 

14-Mar 
*Clement BLAKE (motor 

vehicle) 
Petersfield, Westmoreland JCF - OFF DUTY 

27-Mar Orange MUIR 
Gordon Wood Dist, Old Harbour St, 

St Catherine 
JCF - Old Harbour OST 

30-Mar Hector LAMB DIC Tower St Correctional Facility Department of Corrections 

Key: 

Deaths in Custody (DIC)  

Jamaica Constabulary Force Shooting - while off duty  

Jamaica Defence Force  

Department of Corrections  

Figure 4: This chart lists the names of all deceased persons as well as the date and place of death and the 

related organization for the period.  

 

 

 

 
Figure 5: The above chart shows the month on month breakdown of fatalities for the period.  
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Figure 6: The columns above represent the number of fatal and non-fatal (shooting) and deaths in custody recorded for the 

period.  
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Figure 7: Organizations against which allegations were made for the period.  
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Part Two  

 
The Legal Department 

 

 
Figure 8: The number of Commission’s Reports completed on a monthly basis.  

 

Arrests 
Name Charge  Date of Arrest 

Constable Devon Cooper Murder of Steven Dyer February 12, 2016 

Cons. Rohan Bucknor Murder of Mark Bernard February 26, 2016 
 

Figure 9: List of names, charge/s and dates of arrest recorded for the period.  
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Figure 10: The above chart shows the nature of the cases of the completed commission’s reports for the first quarter of 2016.  

 

 
Figure 11: The above chart shows the recommendations made in relation to the completed Commission’s 

Reports for the period.  
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No. Category Complainant  Recommendations 

 January 2016   

1 Shooting 

Injury  

 

Complainant alleges that he was 

shot by police in the face whilst 

riding his motorcycle in Hanover. 

Police allege that he was standing 

in middle of roadway in Dias when 

he signaled complainant to stop, 

complaint accelerated towards 

him and he became fearful for his 

life. He accordingly discharged a 

round at the complainant. 

 

E N  

 

 

No criminal charges to be laid or disciplinary 

action taken against the concerned officer.  

2 Fatal Shooting  

 

Police allege that they went on 

operation in Coral Gardens Area 

on October 31, 2011 to discover 

armed men. When they went to the 

Sunset Villa, they were fired upon 

by three (3) men. The men ran 

away and one was later found to 

be suffering from gunshot wounds. 

He was later pronounced dead. 

 

Michael 

Grignion 

(deceased) 

 

 

No criminal charges be laid or disciplinary 

action be taken against the concerned 

officer 

3  Fatal Shooting  

 

Michael McKenzie was shot and 

killed by Constable Sasamarley 

Barrett and Constable Duan Barrett 

at his home in New Roads, 

Westmoreland on August 14, 2014. 

The police claimed that there was 

lawful justification for the killing, to 

wit, self-defence. They allege that 

when they went to the home and 

breached the door, they were met 

with gunfire from McKenzie. In 

response, the concerned officers 

fired one (1) shot each in the 

direction of McKenzie. They 

allegedly recovered a Browning 

pistol.  

Witness accounts and that of the 

police did not accord. 

 

Michael 

McKenzie 

(deceased) 

 

  

The Commission recommends that 

Constable Duan Barrett and Constable 

Sasamarley Barrett to be charged for Murder.  

4 Fatal Shooting  

 

INDECOM 

o.b.o 

The Commission recommends that no 

criminal charges be laid or disciplinary action 

be taken against the concerned officer with 

Matters Resolved and Recommendations  
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On October 3, 2013, the now 

deceased and the concerned 

officer, were at a bar in the Crofts 

Hill district of Clarendon. The now 

deceased had become 

intoxicated and, in the spirit of 

tomfoolery, disarmed the 

concerned officer of his private 

licensed firearm. The concerned 

officer wrestled with the now 

deceased in a bid to retrieve the 

firearm when a round was 

discharged from the firearm. The 

now deceased fell to the ground. It 

was later discovered that the now 

deceased had received a gunshot 

wound to the head.   

 

Courtney 

Douglas: 

 

 

respect to the fatal shooting of Courtney 

Douglas. 

The Commission however recommends that 

the matter be referred to the Firearm 

Licensing Authority for their consideration as 

to the appropriate action to take given that 

the concerned officer’s Firearm User’s 

License had not been renewed in 

accordance with the provisions of the 

Firearms Act.   

5 Unlawful Wounding (Withdrawn)  

 

Sometime in May 2013, he 

performed mechanical services on 

the concerned officer’s motor car. 

On June 26, 2013, at about 9:00 

a.m., the concerned officer met 

the complainant at his garage 

complaining that he (complainant) 

had not properly performed the 

services. An argument developed 

between them and the concerned 

officer used a hard object to hit the 

complainant at the left side of his 

head causing it to bleed. 

DH 

 

The complainant entered into an agreement 

to settle the matter between himself and the 

concerned officer outside of court. The 

Commission humbly recommends that the 

file be closed unless or until the complainant 

expresses a desire to renew his complaint 

and proceed with the matter.  

 

6 Assault; Unlawful Arrest; Unduly 

Long Detention  

(Withdrawn)  

 

On March 8, 2014, the complainant 

was walking in the community of 

March Pen, Spanish Town, St. 

Catherine when suddenly he was 

accosted by police officers, 

arrested, placed inside a police 

van, handcuffed, escorted to the 

Spanish Town Police Station, 

interrogated, beaten and kept in 

custody for at least seven (7) days 

without being charged. He was 

subsequently released. 

 

OH 

 

Despite several attempts by the investigator 

to contact the complainant with a view to 

furthering the investigation of this complaint, 

the complainant seems to be uncommitted 

to assisting the investigative process.  

The Commission humbly recommends that 

the file be closed unless or until the 

complainant cooperates with the 

investigation.  

 

7 Assault OABH (Withdrawn)  

 

On Saturday, September 14, 2013 s 

was at the Harry Watch Seventh 

Day Adventist Church at about 6:00 

p.m. when she was confronted and 

V W 

 

 

The Commission humbly recommends that 

the file be closed as the complainant is not 

desirous of continuing with the matter. 
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beaten by a woman who was 

previously known to her from the 

community. The woman is a police 

officer.   

8 Assault  

 

Conduct Unbecoming 

 

The complainant contends that on 

the 22nd of January, 2015 he was 

arrested and assaulted by a police 

officer who she named. 

B J /OBO S W It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer in 

respect of this complaint.   

9 Unlawful Arrest  

 

(withdrawn) 

 

The complainant alleged that on 

Friday the 1st of November, 2013, 

whilst walking along 72 Mountain 

View Avenue, she was unlawfully 

arrested by the police.   

H S It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer in 

respect of this complaint.   

10 Shooting with Intent 

 

(withdrawn) 

 

The complainant states that on 

Tuesday the 10th of September, 

2013 the concerned officer shot at 

his vehicle whilst he was driving. The 

complainant stopped his vehicle 

and observed a gunshot hole to 

the left side of his vehicle.  

DB  It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer unless or 

until the complainant revives the complaint. 

11 Assault  

 

(withdrawn) 

 

The complainant contends that on 

Thursday the 27th of September, 

2012 a police officer choked her 

with a charger until it “broke”, after 

which, she fell to the ground hitting 

her forehead. 

KM  It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against any member of the Jamaica 

Constabulary Force in respect of this 

complaint.  

No. Category Complainant Recommendations 

 February 2016   

 

1 

Assault (withdrawn)  

 

Virtual complainant alleges that 

the victim was beaten by the 

police. However, a statement 

collected from Mr. Richards some 

time later, revealed that he was 

beaten by civilians. 

 

L G 

 

 

The file be closed as the matter is not within 

the Commission’s remit.  

2 Discharge of Firearm 

 

The police alleged that whilst on 

patrol; they saw some motorcyclists 

NONE 

 

 

1. No action be taken against the 

concerned officer 
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acting suspiciously and beckoned 

them to stop. The men stopped, ran 

and were subsequently caught by 

the officers. Whilst they were being 

searched, a crowd gathered 

around the officers, behaving 

boisterously. The concerned officer 

discharged two warning shots to 

disburse the crowd, while another 

officer called for assistance.  

 

2. The concerned officer and the Force be 

strongly reminded of the Use of Force 

Policy as it regards warning shots. 

3 Assault 

 

 

The complaint, on his admission, 

tried to make a knife or cutter by 

tearing a piece of wire from the 

prison fence. When asked to stop, 

he continued and told the officers 

to leave him alone. He took a 

piece of steel, as well as the wire 

and swung it at the officers and 

admitted to throwing a stone at 

them. He was beaten with batons 

while the officers were trying to 

subdue him. 

 

R T 

 

It is recommended that no criminal charge 

or departmental action be taken against 

Correctional Officers. 

4 Assault  

 

On Sunday, April 5, 2015, the 

Commission was informed of an 

incident at the New Broughton 

Adult Rehabilitation Centre, where 

an inmate, the complainant, was 

allegedly beaten with a baton by 

Correctional Officer, without lawful 

justification or excuse. 

 

BJ 

 

 

 

 

It is hereby recommended that: 

 

a. Criminal charges of Inflicting Grievous 

Bodily Harm be laid against Correctional 

Officer. 

 

b. Civil remedies be sought by the 

Complainant; and 

 

c. The Solicitor General be advised of the 

Commission’s finding that a prima facie 

case exists that Correctional Officer 

assaulted the complainant, an inmate, 

causing Grievous Bodily Harm and 

resulting in wounds; without legal 

justification or excuse. 

 

5 Unlawful Search and Conduct 

Unbecoming (withdrawn): 

The complainant alleges that the 

police officer entered his house 

and searched it without producing 

a search warrant. When he (the 

complainant) insisted that the 

officers’ actions were unlawful the 

officer cursed at him using 

expletives. 

 

J M  

 

 

 

 

1. It is recommended that no criminal charges 

or disciplinary action be taken against any 

member of the Jamaica Constabulary 

Force. 

 

 

2. It is further recommended that the file be 

closed unless or until the complainant visits 

the Commission and expresses a desire to 

renew his complainant. 
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6 Assault (Withdrawn): 

The complainant alleges that he 

was arrested by a police officer 

named “Jet Lee” in Downtown 

Kingston. The officer cut off his (the 

complainant’s locks and used a 

baton to beat him in the head). 

C W 

 

 

 

 

1. It. is recommended that no criminal charges 

or disciplinary action be taken against any 

member of the Jamaica Constabulary 

Force. 

 

2. It is further recommended that the file be 

closed unless or until the complainant visits 

the Commission and expresses a desire to 

renew his complainant. 

 

7 Assault (Withdrawn): 

Complainant was assaulted by a 

member of the JDF on the 16th day 

of August 2012. The officer pointed 

his firearm at him, grabbed him by 

his shirt collar, draped and shook 

him. The officer subsequently 

released him when his (the 

complainant’s) neighbour 

indicated that he (the 

complainant) “was not the person”. 

 

G L 

 

It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges or disciplinary action be taken any 

member of the Jamaica constabulary Force 

or the Jamaica Defence Force.  

8 Unlawful Arrest 

Unlawful Detention 

Abuse of Office 

The complainant contends that on 

the 27th of November, 2012 police 

detained him for approximately 

seventy – two (72) hours, and did 

not provide appropriate food for 

him when he indicated that he had 

dietary restrictions due to his 

religion. 

 

 

C S  

 

It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges be laid against the concerned 

officer in respect of this complaint.   

It is respectfully recommended that the 

Commissioner of Police  be advised of the 

Commission’s finding that a prima facie case 

exists that the concerned officer breached 

the complainant’s constitutional right to 

liberty by unlawfully arresting and detaining 

him.  

That the Solicitor General be advised of the 

Commission’s finding that a prima facie case 

exists that concerned officer breached the 

complainant’s constitutional right to liberty. 
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9 Assault 

(withdrawn) 

The complainant alleged that on 

Monday the 20th of January, 2014 

he was travelling on a bus when a 

policeman assaulted him. 

 

J R  

 

 

It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer in 

respect of this complaint.  The file is hereby 

closed as unsubstantiated. 

10 Threat 

Conduct Unbecoming 

(withdrawn) 

The complainant states that a 

policeman has been harassing him 

and threatening him 

 

 Omar 

Whyte  

 

. 

It is hereby recommended that no criminal 

charges be laid or disciplinary action be 

taken against the concerned officer in 

respect of this complaint.  The file is hereby 

closed as unsubstantiated.   

11 Shooting Injury 

Corporal Dane Givans and 

Constable Devon Cooper state 

that on May 27, 2013, they received 

information via Police Radio Control 

that two (2) gunmen were 

travelling onboard a high-speed 

motorcycle.  They proceeded to 

Trenton Road, May Pen where they 

encountered the men, signaled the 

rider to stop and he complied; 

however, the pillion passenger 

pulled a firearm from his waistband 

and fired several shots at the 

police. Corporal Givans responded 

by firing one (1) shot in the direction 

of the men. The pillion passenger 

ran away and escaped in nearby 

bushes. The rider, Michael Harvey, 

was subsequently found suffering 

from a gunshot wound to the hand. 

He was taken to hospital.  

 

The officers’ version is strongly 

refuted by eyewitness statements 

and other evidence.  

M H 

  

The Commission respectfully recommends 

that:  

Corporal Dane Givans and Constable Devon 

Cooper be charged for the offences of 

Unlawful Wounding under section 22 of the 

Offences Against the Person Act; and 

Attempting to Pervert the Course of Justice 

under the common law. 

 

Disciplinary action be taken against Corporal 

Dane Givans and Constable Devon Cooper 

for breaching paragraphs 29 and 102 of the 

JCF Use of Force Policy; and Part 14 of 

Chapter 6 of the JCF Code of Conduct.  
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12 Unprofessional Conduct 

(Withdrawn)  

On November 25, 2012, at about 

9:00pm, the complainant was 

driving a black Toyota Corolla 

motor car from St. Elizabeth to 

Manchester when he was stopped 

by the police. The police reportedly 

pulled him outside the vehicle, 

pushed him into the side of the car 

and asked him to produce his 

vehicle documents. The 

complainant complied with their 

instructions; the officers inspected 

his documents and he was 

subsequently allowed to go about 

his business.  

C W 

 

 

The Commission hereby recommends that 

the file be closed as the complainant 

withdrew the complaint indicating that he is 

no longer desirous of continuing with the 

matter.  

13 Neglect of Duty 

 (Withdrawn)  

Sometime in February 2013, the 

complainant was involved in an 

altercation with a customer at his 

store. The customer allegedly 

advanced towards the 

complainant with a machete, and 

the complainant (who is a licenced 

firearm holder) pulled his firearm 

and ordered the customer to drop 

the machete. The customer 

hurriedly left the scene, and so did 

the complainant. The complainant 

did not report the matter to the 

police, but apparently the 

customer had. The complainant 

was contacted on a later occasion 

by police officers from the Old 

Harbour Police Station asking him to 

attend the station. The 

complainant visited the station and 

the officers seized his firearm, 

however, no charges were 

preferred against him. The 

complainant was therefore of the 

view that his firearm had been 

unjustifiably seized.  

 

H W 

 

 

The Commission hereby recommends that 

the file be closed as the complainant 

withdrew the complaint indicating that he is 

no longer desirous of continuing with the 

matter. 
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14 Harassment 

(Withdrawn)  

The complainant is a taxi and bus 

operator who resides and operates 

in the parish of St. Mary. On a 

number of occasions between 

December 21, 2013 and February 6, 

2014, the complainant was 

constantly harassed by two (2) 

police officers whom he According 

to the complainant, these officers 

would fabricate traffic violations 

and issue him with tickets therefor 

D A 

.  

The Commission hereby recommends that 

the file be closed as the complainant 

withdrew the complaint indicating that he is 

no longer desirous of continuing with the 

matter. 

15 Destruction of Property  

 

(withdrawn)  

 

The Complainant alleges that the 

police went to his house in his 

absence and damaged the 

padlock to his kitchen. 

A W 

 

 

No disciplinary action or criminal charges 

should be brought against the concerned 

officers as there are no supporting witnesses 

to support the complaint.   

16 Illegal Search, Illegal Entry 

 

(Withdrawn)  

 

The Complainant alleges that the 

police unlawfully entered and 

search her property 

T H  

 

 

No disciplinary action or criminal charges 

should be brought against any of the officers 

of Trench Town Police Station as there are no 

supporting witnesses to support the 

complaint.  

17 Discharge of Firearm  

 

The concerned officer discharged 

two (2) rounds to ward off his 

attackers while travelling on 

Junction main road. 

INDECOM 

 

 

No disciplinary action or criminal charges 

should be brought against the concerned 

officer of the Portmore Police Station as there 

is no material to suggest anyone was injured 

or that the respondent was not acting in self-

defence.   

18 Assault  

 

The Complainant had an 

altercation with the concerned 

officer which resulted in the 

complaint suffering head injuries. 

The complainant was charged by 

the respondent for traffic offences 

as well as assaulting him and using 

abusive language. 

 

 

 

 

Easton 

Codner  

 

 

The Commission humbly refers the matter of 

the putative breach of paragraph 29 of the 

Use of Force Policy by the concerned officer 

to the Commissioner of Police for 

determination by the appropriate disciplinary 

body of the JCF.  
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 March 2016   

1. Assault: 

 

The complainant alleges that on 

three occasions between the 

period of October 6th and 11th, 

2013, the concerned officer, from 

the Constant Spring Police Station, 

assaulted him and made threats 

against him. 

 

 

RR 

 

It is recommended that no criminal charges 

or disciplinary action be taken against 

Detective Corporal Adrian Lewis. 
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Part Three: Lessons to be Learnt 
 

The Issue of Illegal Entry 

 
The rights of a citizen in his private property are 

enshrined in the Constitution of Jamaica.  Chapter 

III, Section 19(1) is quite clear; “Except with his own 

consent, no person shall be subject to the search 

of his person or his property or the entry by others 

on his premises”. 

In a recent case concluded in the Supreme Court 

of Jamaica (Civil Division), it was ruled that the 

members of the JCF had breached the rights of 

an individual and their freedom from unlawful 

search. 

The facts in that case concerned officers 

attending premises to make enquiries of stolen 

cars. The officers were found to have failed to 

identify themselves, they did not wear uniforms, 

did not possess a search warrant and they did not 

seek permission to conduct any search.    

The argument that the owner did not object to 

such a search was insufficient.  As the court stated, 

“the Claimant did not consent but rather resigned 

himself to it given the sudden and overwhelming 

police presence”. 

Complaints to INDECOM of Unlawful entry or 

Unlawful search by the JCF are all too common.  

Entry to someone’s home and a search of their 

property are ordinarily limited by permission of the 

owner or by way of an authorised search warrant.  

The failure to comply with this most basic 

obligation will place more officers at risk of civil 

action, discipline or possibly criminal proceedings.   

 

 

 

The central feature of allegations notified to 

INDECOM repeat the same failings as those 

recently decided upon; 

 The absence of a search warrant 

 

 Failing to secure written consent to search, in 

the absence of a search warrant, 

 

 The failure to explain the reason for 

attendance,  

 

 No identification of the officers present, 

 

 Needless damage to property. 

 

 Incivility 

Further INDECOM has found that in a number of 

cases of alleged searches by the JCF there is an 

absence of correct record keeping within the 

Station Diary or any other document. 

INDECOM is conducting a further study of this 

aspect of complaint and will discuss the issues and 

lessons for learning arising from the recent 

judgement with JCF senior command.  Meanwhile 

members of the JCF are reminded of their 

obligations to the Constitution and to guard 

against breaches.  In the current case the 

Claimant succeeded in securing Damages 

amounting to $4,286,000 JA from the three police 

Defendants.  Interest also payable at 3% on the 

total sum, from March 2008. 
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Part Four 
Public Information 
Eleven press releases were published and 

disseminated during the first quarter of 2016. The 

Commission hosted a press conference to 

appraise the public of the statistics for 2015 as 

well as to update the country on cases that were 

prominently featured in the media.  

Meetings with the JCF 

The Commission’s senior management in charge 

of operations met with representatives of the 

Inspectorate of Constabulary, and the Bureau of 

Special Investigations (BSI) twice for the period. 

During their meetings the following items were 

discussed: 

 Arrest Protocols 

 Assault Matters 

 Charges to be laid on members of the 

JCF 

 General update on specific cases 

Outreach 
The Commission’s Directors of Complaints 

conducted 60 hours awareness exercises for the 

period.  

Press Releases 
1. JCF-involved fatal shootings below 100 

2. INDECOM probing several shooting incidents 

3. INDECOM probing fatal shooting of 

unidentified man 

4. Murder case committed to the St Elizabeth 

circuit court 

5. INDECOM probes JDF-related fatal shooting 

6. INDECOM probes possible JCF-related fatal 

shooting in St Thomas 

7. Police officer charged with murder in 

Westmoreland fatal shooting 

8. Court says INDECOM entitled to the 

disciplinary records of police officers being 

investigated 

9. INDECOM probing fatal shooting of man in 

Hatfield, Westmoreland 

10. INDECOM arrests police officer for fatal 

shooting in May Pen  

11. INDECOM formally charge police officer with 

murder of teacher in Clarendon 

 

 

 
The Commission recently approved the 

Complaint, Grievance and Disciplinary Policy, the 

document that will guide the handling of external 

grievances against the Commission. The 

Committee will be chaired by Retired Justice Mrs. 

Marjorie Cole-Smith.  

Other members of the panel will be Senior 

Director of Corporate Service and a selected 

Director of Complaints and from a panel of four, 

three persons will be required for a quorum.  The 

Commissioner of INDECOM has the right to 

appoint members, in the event a quorum cannot 

be realised.  All appeals will be forwarded to the 

Commissioner.   

 

Upon receipt of a complaint, the Committee, 

shall, within 30 days, determine whether the 

complaint warrants an investigation. 

Where the Committee determines that an 

investigation of the complaint is necessary, it may 

direct the Standards and Evaluation Department 

or, any other department it deems necessary, to 

conduct the investigation. Where the Committee 

determines that a complaint may be resolved 

informally, it shall: (a) inform the person 

aggrieved and the person against whom the 

complaint is made; (b) direct the person against 

whom the complaint is made to offer an oral or 

written apology to the person aggrieved; and (c) 

make any other recommendations deemed fit in 

the circumstances.  

 

The Policy is available to the public on the 

Commission’s website: www.indecom.gov.jm  

INDECOM establishes Complaint, Grievance and Disciplinary 

Committee   

 

http://www.indecom.gov.jm/
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INDECOM Reps attend T&T Conference on Law Enforcement 

Oversight 
 
The Police Complaints Authority of Trinidad and 

Tobago hosted a two-day Oversight of Law 

Enforcement Conference on March 16-17, 2016. 

The Independent Commission of Investigations 

(INDECOM) was invited to attend and make 

presentations at this event under the theme: 

Challenges and Benefits of Oversight Bodies and 

Civilian Oversight Institutions. Commissioner of 

INDECOM, Mr. Terrence Williams presented two 

papers on The Indispensability of Police Oversight 

and Re-establishing Trust in Law Enforcement and 

Challenges Faced by Police Oversight Institutions. 

Representatives from the Commission and others 

from similar organizations throughout the 

Caribbean also engaged in discussions on the 

establishment of a Caribbean Association for the 

Oversight of Law Enforcement (CAFOLE).   

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Commissioner of INDECOM, Terrence Williams 

making his presentation at the Oversight of Law 

Enforcement Conference on March 16-17, 2016 at 

the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 

From Left: Assistant Commissioner of INDECOM, Hamish 

Campbell and Chief Investigator Warren Williams at the 

Oversight of Law Enforcement Conference on March 16-17, 

2016 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. 

 

Presenters and 

Heads of Law 

Enforcement 

Oversight bodies 

and civilian 

oversight bodies 

throughout the 

Caribbean the 

Oversight of Law 

Enforcement 

Conference on 

March 16-17, 2016 

at the Hyatt 

Regency Hotel in 

Port-of-Spain, 

Trinidad. 

. 



Cases in Court - Jan-Mar. 2016 
 Name of Virtual 

Complainant or 

Deceased 

Defendant(s) Type of 

Complainant 

(fatal/non-fatal 

etc.) 

Court First 

date 

Before 

Court  

All Dates 

before the 

Court for 

the Quarter 

Reasons for Adjournment 

Kenton Hayles; 

Phaebian Dinnal 

(dec'd) 

Cons. Collis Brown & Cpl. 

Roan Morrison 

Murder and 

Shooting with 

Intent  

Home Circuit  17.01.14 15.02.16 Matter was Plea and 

Case Management 

Hearing 05.02.16. Copies 

of statement given by 

witnesses, further 

statements are to be 

completed.  

Vanessa Kirkland Andrew Smith & Ann-Kay 

Bailey 

Murder Home Circuit 19.05.13 15.02.16 Trial 

Garfield Coburn Constable Kevon Gordon Murder HWT RM 16.03.15 09.03.15 I t was not started as it 

was mentioned by the 

Clerk of the Court, Mr. 

Walter Melbourne, that 

they had three part 

heard matters to 

continue.  Mrs. Valerie 

Neita Robertson, 

Attorney for the Accused 

and the accused were 

present.  The Judge Mrs. 

T. Johnson asked that 

subpoenas be prepared 

for the witnesses. 

Chester Daley Cons. Jerome Graham Assault OGBH & 

Assault Inflicting 

GBH 

Mandeville RM 29.04.15 08.02.16 Trial 

Luke Murray Sgt. Orden Nelson Inflicting GBH St. Ann's Bay RM 18.06.15 06.01.16 Mention 

Valbert Salmon Corporal Selv in Williams Murder Sant Cruz RM 10.09.14 15.02.16 Mention 

Adiff Washington Det. Cpl. Kevin Adams Murder HWT RM 27.03.14 18.01.16, 

29.03.16 

  



Cases in Court - Jan-Mar. 2016 
Andrew Bisson Constable Carl Bucknor; 

Det. Cpl. Kevin Adams & 

Howard Brown 

Murder HWT RM 14.01.15 29.03.16 Mentioned before Her 

Honour Mrs. Grace 

Henry-McKenzie 

Christopher Hill Constable Ricketo 

Graham 

Murder St. Ann Circuit 19.07.13 11.02.16 
Mention 

Nakeia Jackson Special Constable 

Leighton Rose 

Murder Half Way Tree RM 12.02.14 25.02.16, 

23.03.16 

Preliminary Enquiry 

George Green Cons. Evaneene Gallimore 

& Det. Cons. Kemar Sewell 

Murder Mandeville RM   29.01.16 Preliminary Enquiry 

Trevor Edwards Cons. Alecia Jones, Cons. 

Zabdiel, Cons. Roan 

Dennis, Spl. Cons. Dian 

Thompson and Cons. 

Emelio Duhaney  

Muder Supreme Court    09.05.16 Trial 

Evon Baker   Murder Sav-la-Mar Coroner   28.03.16 Inquest 

Ricardo McKenzie Constable Bruce Martin; 

Sergeant Christopher 

Mattis & Sergeant Craig 

Vassell 

Unlawful wounding 

& Manslaughter 

Spanish Town RM 28.01.14 08.02.16 Preliminary Enquiry 

Conroy Edwards Constable Neil Gordon Murder HWT RM 10.10.14 15.03.16 Preliminary Enquiry 

Sheldon Williams   Murder Special Cornoner. 

Clairmount, St. Ann 

  14.03.16- 

18.03.16 

Two Jurors were ill, five 

witnesses to be called 

and locus to be v isited 

Kevin Spence Insp. Fitzroy Rhoden Asssault obo Harm St. Ann's Bay RM 27.11.14 09/06/16 - 

11/07/16 

Trial 

Hainsley Harris Delroy McDuffus/ Adrian 

Beckford 

AOBH Morant Bay RM 20.01.16 23.03.16 

Mention 

Dwight Clarke N/A Murder Spl. Coroner - Kgn   24.02.16   



Cases in Court - Jan-Mar. 2016 
Shavorn Jones, 

Joseph Mclean 

  Murder Supreme Court - gun 

court  

  23.02.16, 

17.03.16 

Mention. Court was told 

that the Forensic 

Certificates were not 

ready 

Carl Allen   Murder Special Coroner   15.02.16   

Ralph Nembhard Sgt. Leford Gordon Wounding with 

Intent 

HWT RM   18.03.16, 

29.03.2016 

Mention 

Granville Watson Randy McLean Unlawful 

Wounding 

Occasioning Bodily 

harm 

Spanish Town RM 8-Mar-

16 

18-Mar-16 Mention 

Sylvester Gallimore Kevin Adams, Pete 

Samuels, Whitney 

Hutchinson 

Murder HWT RM 19.11.14 11.03.16 Preliminary Enquiry 

Keith Clarke Greg Tinglin; Odel Buckley Murder Home Circuit 30.07.12 12.10.15. 

18.03.15 

Matter set for Trial for 

September 19, 2016 
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